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CHAP. IL 


Ka S I was rambling in the 
pare 8 fields the other day, per- 


b5 $28 fectly diveſted of the cares 
and anxieties that diſturb 


the mind, and render it unfit for ru- 
ral enjoyments, I caſt my eyes upon 
a delightful eminence, at ſome diſ- 
tance from the path, that would have 
led me to a neighbouring village. 


Struck with the ſcene, I forgot my- 
* Vox. I. 1 ſelf, 
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ſelf, and ſuffered Fancy, with her 
ſprightly mien, and wanton wiles, to 
draw me, involuntarily, towards the 
ſummit of the hill. I had no ſooner 
entered a thicket upon the brow of 
it, than I diſcovered the moſt inviting 
bank, from whence I could command 
an extenſive proſpect, without being 
obſerved myſelf. As I was rather 
out of breath, I lay down upon the 
moſſy carpet that was ſpread upon the 
hillock, and felt myſelf extremely 
happy. Fancy, who had been play- 


ing a thoufand pranks among the 


buſhes, now placed herſ-If before me 
in all the pride of beauty. She ſeemed 
to be very young, but luxuriantly 
npe; and ſuch a wild ſiweetiſeſs' ap- 
1 in her looks and en as 
f 4 4. cap- 
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captivated my heart, and filled my 
ſoul with rapture. = 


This various nymph has the power 
of changing herſelf into all manner 
of ſhapes; and is ſo capricious in her 
actions, that ſhe will diſcover fifty 
different ſcenes in a minute. Some- 
times ſhe will raiſe you to the higheſt 
* | pitch of grandeur; where you ſhall 
. be loaded with honours, titles, wealth, 
and all the pomp and parade that a- 
wait the Great. Then ſhe will plunge 
you into the moſt ſnhocking diſtreſs, 
and leave you in poverty and deſpair. 
Frequently ſhe will lead you into the 
field, of battle, where you ſhall per- 
form ſuch feats of bravery and 
proweſs, that ſhall ſurprize the world, 
. and 
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and fill it with your renown. In a 
moment after, ſhe ſhall reduce you 
to the moſt execrable coward, aad 
frighten you with your own ſhadow. 
She, however, moſtly delights in 
pleaſing forms, and often deludes the 
lover, who enjoys her under the ap- 
pearance of his miſtrels, 


To me ſhe was extremely kind, 
and courted me with ſuch bewitching 
carefles, that I thought myſelf in 


heaven. She fixed my eyes upon 


the ſhining plains above, and diſco- 
vered ſcenes beyond the blue expanſe. 
Forgetful of the charming ſpot I lay 


upon, and all the beauties that ſur- 


"rounded me, I found myſelf elevated, 
by herenchantment, into the manſions 
9 of 
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of the bleſſed. There ſhe conducted 
me through innumerable orders of 
happy ſpirits, who were diverting 
themſelves according to their differ- 
ent inclinations; and ſuch an har- 
monious intercourſe prevailed among 
them, that I could plainly perceive 
their various manners only ſerved to 


heighten the felicity of the whole. 


I trod upon pure æther, and 


bounded ſo lightly through the ſkies, 


that in five minutes I reached O- 
lympus. I drank nectar With the 
gods, was familiar with Venus, and 
converſed with Minerva. [- found 
Juno giving a ſevere lecture to Jupi- 
ter, who, it ſeems, had been amuſing 
himſelf in amorous viſits to England, 

os and 
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and under various forms had de- 
bauched half the wives of our maca- 
ronies. I faw Mars at a diſtance, 
breathing war and deſtruction ; but 
his terrible aſpect was tempered by 
the benign countenance of Hercules 3 
who ſeemed to be expoſtulating with 
him upon the impropriety of arms, 
unleſs they were uſed for the bene- 
fit of the injured, and ſcourge of 


the guilty. 


1 was diverted from this ſcene by 
a merry groupe, that were laughing 
in the umbrage of an adjoining grove. 
On my nearer approach, I found 
Mercury entertaining Bacchus, Silenus, 


and Momns, with ſome account of the 
Engliſh nation, Being the guardian 
Ae of 
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of commerce, he had, in the famous 
year 1771, viſited that country in 
order to ſee how trade flouriſhed ; 
but, to his aſtoniſhment, he told them, 
our leaders were ſo involved in poli- 
tics, and diſputes about our liberty, 
that they loſt ſight of the only pillar 
which could ſupport our ſuperiority 
over all the nether world. He ſaid 
there was much. cauſe for complaint 
' againſt the arbitrary meaſures of our 
adminiſtration ;, but that the people, 
ſo far from being jealous of their li- 
berty, did not care a farthing about 
the matter. The patriots, and thoſe 
who call themſelves the ſupporters of 
their freedom, make a great buſtle, 
and look as fierce as lions till they get 
into priſon, and then they are as quiet 
B 4 as 


1 
9 
4 
q 
7 
1 
R 


C3 3 
as lambs. Perſecution appears to me 
to be their only aim, for they will 
ſneak into a goal with as much a- 
lacrity, as a great warrior would run 
to a battle; and think it as glori- 
ous. If any body attempts to prevent 


their being confined, they deſire him 
do be quiet, and mind his own bu- 
ſineſs ; — for, ſurely, they beſt know 


what they are about; — and then they 
put on their puzzle faces, look very 
ſagacious, and ſeem to tell the people 


chat much good will ariſe out of evil. 


When they have been kept, as ſnug 
as poſſible, until their maſters are 
pleaſed to releaſe them, they come 
out, ſtrut and look big, make the 
people give a great ſhout, avd ſo the 
farce is ended. I cthnot help, (added 

5 4 | he) 
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he) comparing theſe heroes in po- 
litics, to Swift's fanatics in religion; 
who begged the favour of every body 
they met, that they would, for the 
love of God, give them a good tweak 
by the noſe, a ſevere ſlap in the chops, 
or a confounded kick on the a—e.” 


At this inſtant Bacchus roſe up, 
filled a goblet of nectar, ſwore we 
were not worthy the care of the gods, 
caſt a contempruous ſmile upon Mer- 
cury, drank Jupiter's health, and de- 
fired Momus to give him a ſong. 


Mercury, though ſeemingly irrita- 
ted at the abrupt behaviour of Bac- 
chus, confeſſed the truth of his aſſer- 
tion; but declared that Jupiter, at 
B 5 the 
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the inſtigation of Juno, had ordered 


Vulcan to prepare an extraordinary 
quantity of thunderbolts; as he in- 
tended to frighten the poor women 
of England out of their wits for 


making cuckolds of their huſbands. 


Momus, who had ſat all this while 
with a ſarcaſtic leer vpon his face, 


ſwore that Jupiler was an old dotard, 


and Juno an arrant ſcold. — < Now, 
ſays he, is this father of gods and 
men, going to make war upon a par- 
cel of helpleſs women, that he has 
debauched himſelf, and all to ap- 


peaſe the wrath of his wife, who has 
diſcovered his amours ;---and ſuch a 
wife! zounds | I would not be at the 
trouble to follow her into that ar- 

bour, 
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bour, if ſne would grant me the laſt 
favour, unleſs it were for the plea- 
ſure of expoſing her, in a full aſſem- 
bly of the gods and goddeſſes.“ 


* Momus, cries Silenus, (cautiouſly 
placing his bottle between his legs) 
you are a ſatirical dog, and are al- 
ways abuſing your betters. You wall 
certainly be kick'd out of heaven, 
ſhould Jupiter hear of your ſcurrili- 
ties. But thou art a ridiculous jeſter, 
and a buffoon; and I wonder their 
godheads can be delighted with thy 
abſurdities. As to theBritiſh wenches, 
they are good natured creatures, and 
I ſhould like to revel among them ex- 
ceedingly.” ws 2 | 
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Jou revel among them] exclaimed 
Momus, why you drunken ſuperannu- 
ated letcher, what could you do? | 
iwear by Styx, if Bacchus will con- 
vene his followers, and prepare for a 


_ jolly rout through Britain, ſuch as 


he uſed to make in Greece and 
Rome, I will accompany him on pur- 


Poſe to ſee what a. figure thou wilt 
cut. A deformed purſy old fellow, 
riding upon an aſs, with a leathern 
bottle ſlung to his girdle, muſt be a 
a delightful object for a lady to a- 


muſe hertelf with. — And yet, upon 


ſecond thoughts, you may ſucceed by 
purchaſe ; as the Britiſh Fair will 


ſuffer you to comb their locks, play 
with all their charms, and do any 


thing thou art capable of, for money! 


cc So, 
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“ So, ſays Silenus, now muſt the 
molt beautiful part of the world be- 
low us feel the effects of thy ſpleen. 
----But go on; I am in a humour to 
hear thy pernicious tongue dart all 
its poiſon,” : 


< If I were not able, anſwered M 
mus, to ſupport what I have had ad- 
vanced, I would never ſpeak another 
word. The Britiſh girls, I acknow- 
ledge, before they are married, ap- 
pear as beautiful as Venus, as modeſt 
as Diana, and as lovely as-the Graces: 
but they will barter all their charms 
for ſuch a fellow as thou art, if you 
will lay aſide your aſs, give them a 
carriage, and ſupport them in all the 
pride 
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pride of dreſs and diſſipation. Then 
they will run headlong into all the 
faſhionable vices of the age. They 
will game, they will drink, and they 
will —. Oh! itis aſtoniſhing to be- 
hold the debaucheries of the ſex. If 
they happen to be wedded to a man 
who has nothing to give them but his 
love, and the neceſſatries of life, they 
turn out the vileſt ſluts in the uni- 
verſe. All thoſe bewitching ſmiles 
and engaging actions, with which 
they lured” him to their arms, are 
changed for bitter reproaches, frown, 
and curtain lectures. They become 
the moſt peeviſh creatures you can 
conceive; and hurl the beſt of men 
from the ſummit of his promiſed 'fe- 
licity, in their embraces, to the 

. 
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bottomleſs abyſs of ſorrow and de- 
. ä 


* Hold, cries Bacchus, you have 
ſaid enough - they are ripe for rebel- 
lion againſt the lords of the creation, 
and ready for a bacchanalian rout.— 
Mercury, thou meſſenger of the gods, 
lay our petition before our father Ju- 


piter, and when you have gained his 


conſent to our propoſal of making the 
tour of England, convene our jovial 
train; then we will deſcend in ſhowers 
of wine upon this iſle, and turn it 
topſyturvy. I have often heard of 
the beauty of the Britiſh fair, and! 
long to taſte their lips. I am ſick of 
our quaint goddeſſes, and would go 
to the fartheſt verge of the ſpheres: to 
riot 
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riot in the glorious and extatic de- 
lights of women and wine. 


The roſy god was ſo enraptured 
with his earthly joys, that, ſeizing a 
goblet with one hand, and extending 
tae other in a commanding attitude, 
while the vine-leaves danced upon 
his brow, he ordered the reſt to join 
him in the following chorus. 


« Fill every glaſs, for wine -inſpires us, 
And fires us, 
With courage, love, and joy. 
Women and wine ſhould life employ. 
Is there ought elſe on earth defirous ? 
Fill every glaſs, for wine inſpires us, 
And fires us, 
With courage, love, and joy.” 
I laughed 
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I laughed very heartily to ſee-theſe 
licentious Gods, fancying themſelves 
upon earth, anticipating the joys of 

this world, and bellowing, like aban- 
doned Bloods, a beautiful Britiſh 
chorus. But notwithſtanding I liked 
the ſong, I could not help being an- 
gry at the occaſion of it; and left 
them with the chearing hope, that 
whenever they make their appear- 
ance among us, they will meet with 
a proper reception; and find their 
wicked defigns upon the dear ob- 
jects of our love and admiration, ut- 
terly defeated by an army of ladies; 
who, inſtead of joining the revel rout, 
will drive them from the face of the 
earth, and receive the glorious re- 

ES ward 


me 
ward due to their native Innocence 
and Love. | | 


While I ſtood, in a melancholy 
poſture, muſing upon the injury 
done my fair countrywomen, by 
theſe laſcivious gods, and lament- 
ing, with a heavy heart, that there 
ſhould be the leaſt cauſe for ſuch un- 
generous cenſure; I felt my ſpirits 
ſo depreſſed with a weight of woe, 
that Fancy left me; and when I look- 
ed abour in ſearch of her, | had the 
mortification to perceive her in the 
arms of that notorious thief Mercu y; 
who, it ſeems, had ſlipped from his 
companions, and was preparing to 
fly away with her. I ſummoned all 
my ſtrength to regain her, but to no 
| purpoſe, 
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| purpoſe. I called to her, but ſhe made 
me no anſwer. I purſued her with 
the feeble efforts of deſperation, but 
found, the more I endeavoured to 
overtake her, the faſter ſhe retreated. 
I implored her, with a ſpeaking eye, 
to have compaſſion on me, and con- 
vey me in ſafety to the world be- 
low; but ſhe flew like lightning, 
until ſhe totally diſappeared, and 
left me in utter confuſion. 


Thus having loſt my fickle and 
ungrateful guide, I tumbled head- 
long through innumerable ſpheres 
to the earth, and found myſelf, as it 
were in an inſtant, upon the place 
from whence ſhe had carried me, 


ſorely bruiſed with the fall, 


I lay 
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1 lay in that diſagreeable ſtate of 
body and mind which a man feels 
when he awakes from a troubleſome 
dream. I lifted up my eyes to view | 
the heavens, but they cou'd not 
bear the brilliant rays of the fun, 
and inftantly cloſed. I endeavoured 
to raiſe my head from its moſſy pil- 
low, but it was heavy and confuſed, 
and ſeemed as if ſome inviſible hand 
preſſed it to the earth, When 1 
| ſtrove to change my poſition, ſuch 
a languor run through my limbs, 
that I was unable to make any effort 
with ſucceſs, but ſunk into a bewil- 
dered groveling lump of ſtupidity. 


Loſt to myſelf and all the world, 
mma toſſing in the ſea of un- 
certainty 
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certainty and diſtreſs, until I was 
rouſed from my lethargy by the me- 
lodious and exhilarating voice of 
Nature. At firſt I knew not why I 
was charmed; but raifing myſelf, as 
well as I could, from the bed of 
ſorrow and diſmay, I beheld the 
moſt lovely virgin that ever was ex- 
poſed to view in the © mind's eye, or 
ever fairly ſtood confeſſed the mirror 
of beauty, the delight of man, and 
the particular pride and glory of this 
country. | 


Grace was in all her ſteps, hea- 
ven in her eye, 
In every geſture dignity and love.” 


She came forward with becoming 
modeſty; and, timorouſly taking me 
by 


L 22 J 
by the hand, with a look of unutter- 
able love, ſhe raiſed me from the 
earth, while I gazed upon her with 
a reverential awe, and felt my ſpirits 
intirely compoſed. - I was myſelf 
again; and was going to expreſs my 
_ gratitude to the fair object of my re- 
lief, when ſhe pointed to her works, 
and all the wondrous proſpect burſt 
upon me. Hills and dales, and 
woods and lawns, and ſtreams me- 
andering through the enamelled mea- 
dows, at once conſpired to ſwell, to 
charm and animate my ſoul. 


I ſtood, a ſtatue of delight! and 
vaivly {trove to graſp within my 
arms the whole expanſe, and take in 
all 1 ſaw; ; but Nature perceiving I 
was 
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was depreſſed with the vaſt and glo- 
rious view, beckoned me to follow 
her down the. hill. 1 obeyed, and 
walked with her through'the winding 
hedge-row path, until we came to 
the deep receſſes of the grove. There 
ſhe ſoothed me with her pleaſing 
melancholy. The mournful ſtock- 
dove, the mellow blackbird, the 
piercing thruſh, the loveſick white- 
throat, the chearful piefinch, and all 
the merry warblers of the wood, 
ſeemed to welcome me to their bleſt 
retreat; and ſung their carols in the | 
- gloomy ſhade.—-T liſtened, but could 
not ſpeak." The grateful tribute of 
a tear ſtole down my cheek; and 1 
lamented that ſuch innocent, ſuch 


charming creatures, ſhould meet 


1 


with 


# „ | 
with ſo dreadful, ſo unfceling an 
enemy as the deſtroyer Man. 


I purſued: the gentle footſteps of 
Nature into her penſive grot, which 
was covered by the branches of her 
ſtately trees, and ſurrounded by her 
wild and various ſhrubs. Here all 
was huſhed, ſave from the daſhing 
of her glittering caſcade, and the 
murmuring meanders of its lucid 
| ſtream, down the pebbled ſlope. 
Having ſeated myſelf upon an an- 
cient root, which Nature had deſign- 
ed for that purpoſe, I felt the awful 
gloom creep through my ſenſes, all 
the turbulent paſſions. diſſolve, and 
every vain with and ambitious defire, 
lull into a ſweet and peaceful repoſe. 

I fat 
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I fat in a ſilent extacy of thought, 
until I was diſturbed by an intruder 
that cloſely attends upon all our ac- 
tions, and will faithfully convey us 
to the manſions of eternity. It was 
Time, with his hoary: locks, telling 
me that Night began to advance. I 
would have avoided him, but Na- 
ture ſeemed to fade at his appearance, 
and to ſhroud herſelf in a veil of 
evening dews and fogs. I bowed to 
the graceful, but retiring nymph. 1 
obeyed the ſummons of my unwel- 
come monitor; and returned with me- 
lancholy Night, to the merry meet- 
ings of Men, 
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I Had no ſooner arrived at the 
place of my reſidence, a large 
populous. town, famed: for its trade 
and. opulence, than I joined a ſet 
of excellent fellows, whoſe evening 
pleaſures flowed from the pureſt 


ſpring in the world ;---an induſtrious: 


and. faithful diſcharge of the buſineſs 
and duties of the day. I ſeated 
myſelf among them without hefita- 
tion or ceremony; and as my mind, 
as well as body, had been very 
much employed during the after- 
noon,. a glaſs or two immediately 

| ſtrengthened 
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ſtrengthened my nerves, and inſtant- 
ly hurried my ſpirits into the moſt 
luuxuriant enjoyment of my friends 
and their humour. 


After a long and an exquiſite burſt 
of the ſocial raptures was exhauſted, 
1 retired within myſelf, exulting in 
the moſt cordial reflections concern- 
ing the happineſs and dignity of the 
human race. 


Good God! ſaid I to myſelf, (ſud- 
denly changing my opinion) we muſt 
certainly be mere machines, actuated 

differently by the moſt trifling cauſes. 

---- What a kindly mood am I now 

in!----With what complacency do [ 
Jook upon myſelf and all mankind! 

C2 _ —— This 
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— This is the effect of exerciſe, for 
you, ſaid I, (taking up a: pipe). 
Why, if I had been confined to my 
reom by rain, or had ſuffered this 
day to paſs over me without any ex- 
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1 ertion of the corporeal or mental fa- 
culties, this excellent company which 
I am now ſo fond of, I ſhould have 
deteſted.----Their mirth, inſtead of 
enlivening me, would have excited 
my {pleen.----I ſhould, moſt aſſured- 
! ly, have left them with an affected 
[ contempt, or ſat in ſilent diflatisfac- 
tion under the preſſure of their 
 amuſements,— 


Art this inſtant a thought came 
acroſs me, which threw me into the 
| ſtrangeſt agitation imaginable. ——1 
| filled 
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filled my pipe with amazing diſpatch 
-—--lighted it as ſoon----and without 
regarding, or being noticed by, the 
company, I fell a puffing away like 
a fury.—This will do very well, ſaid 
I, (puffing) very well indeed—(puff- 
ing)—As it ſeems to be a ſettled 
axiom, that a man can never be fad 
who is well employed, I will engage 
in buſineſs myſelf----I will take a 
ramble through life, for I have no- 
thing elſe to do, and write a Journal 
of my actions. I will produce an 
ideal being,----a TR1eLER, for in- 
ſtance ; who ſhall range, as far as 
he is able, through the Wilds of 
Fancy, the Works of Nature, and the 
Manners of Men.----Suppoſe we be- 
gin with the ramble of to-day ?----I 
| Cc 3 Ane 
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am ſure, if the ſucceeding ones 


ſhould anſwer no other end, than 
that of making me as bappy as I 
am to-night, I ſhall be amply re- 
paid for my trouble. But ſuppoſe 
now, (puffing as faſt as poſſible) it we 
can make theſe excurſions ſubſervi- 
ent to the cauſe of virtue, and agree- 
able in the peruſal, we ſhould ven- 


ture to publiſh them.---- . 


into my mouth wi: the word pub; 
liſn, that a ſuff cation muſt have in- 
evitably enſued, had I not got the 
better of it by ſuch a violent fit of 


coughing, ſneczing, and diſaſtrous 


tribulation, as drew on me the at- 
tention of the company. 


Hollow! 
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Hollow ! cries one, what the devil 
is the matter with you ?----give him 
ſome water or he'll be choaked, ſays 
another.-----Tap him on the back, 
exclaims a third.----Pray, gentlemen, 
ſays I, (coughing, and ſqueezing the 
'words out as well as I could) let me 
alone · tis nothing but the tobacco 
gone the wrong way I fhall do a- 
gain ET Ys — 


* They were ſatisfied with this ac- 
count of myſelf; and refſumed their 
places, with a loud, laugh at the ac- 
cident, leaving me to recover at my 
leiſure. | 


There is a malicious kind of plea- 
Fore frequently exerciſed, by the moſt 
C 4 candid 
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candid and benevolent of mankind, 
upon the moſt ſimple and unfortu- 
nate of the human ſpecies.---A poor 
diſappointed Projefor had unluckily 
joined this company, and was, with 
infinite pains, deſcribing to them the 
many ſchemes he had, during his 
life, put in execution, which, by 
ſome croſs accident or other, were 
always rendered abortive; whilſt 
his audience, I found, were liſtening 
to him with great attention, mixt 
with a certain ironical leer upon their 
countenances, that plainly indicated, 
that their patience and complaiſance, 
in complying with the humour of 
the deluded ſufferer, proceeded from 
no other motive, than to ſport with 
his misfortunes, and laugh at his 


am 
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---I am glad, ſaid I to myſelf, they 
know nothing of my ſcheme.— 


Whether, from the feelings of my 
heart, which cannot bear to perceive 
real diſtreſs in a ridiculous ſituation, 
or that I was too much intereſted 
myſelf, in the wretched /chemer's em- 
barraſſment, to continue in the com- 
pany any longer, I will not preſume 
to determine; but I took a French 
leave, retired to my lodgings, and, 
as I intend to convert every occur- 
rence in life to ſome moral purpoſe 
or other, I lay me down in bed, with 
a firm reſolution, to write, the next 


morning, an eſſay u n b roy 
 Projetlor. 


C's 
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CHAP: III. 


T is a very unfortunate circum- 
& ſtance, for a man to get it into 
his head, that he is clever, hen he 
gratifies an inordinate deſire to diſ- 
cover extraordinary abilities, at the 
expence of more rational purſuits, to 
which he is urged by nature or ne- 
ceſſity. 


Manifold are the inconveniences, 
which individuals have experienced, 
in their attempts to riſe above the 
ſphere allotted them by fortune or 


their fate. How many hopeful 
youths - 
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youths. have been ruined, by quitting 
the counter for the ſtage How 
many reputable ſhopkeepers have 
turned poets and philoſophers, and 
gained nothing but bankruptcy and 
diigrace !-----and what a number of 
good mechanicks have made miferable 
projectors, and ſpent the prime of 
their days in ſcheming, to no other 
purpoſe, than to draw on a thouſand 
diſappointments z to ſee themſelves 
laughed at and deſpiſed ; and to ter- 
minate a wretched life in poverty and 
deſpair, attended with the bitter re- 
| proaches of mankind ! | 


There is no creature upon earth 
commands our pity more than an 
UNFORTUNATE PROJECTOR ; and 

C 6 Feet 
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yet there is not a being in the world, 
ſo obnoxious to ridicule and con- 
tempt. He carries a peculiar mark 
of diſtreſs upon his countenance, 
which is too apt to excite laughter; 
and ſuch a. perverſe forwardneſs, to 
diſcover his vaſt deſigns and defeats, 
dwells upon his tongue, that we are 
led to conſider him as a maniac, while 
he is totally abſorbed in the divinity: 
of his nature, and the abſurdity of all 
human affairs, when hell in compe- 
tition with his folly. 


The unaccountab'e extravagance 
of this ſort of people, affords a me- 
lancholy view of the human mind,. 
actuated by falſe principles, and 
urged by zeal without reaſon.—In 

ſpite 
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fpite of the advice of friends, the. 
cries of his wife and children, the ſad 
experience ef ſeveral years, and por 
verty ſtaring him in. the face, your 
projeftor will be forming freſh de- 
ſigns, and expect ſucceſs, with as much 
avidity and delight, in the laſt ſcheme- 
of his life, as he did in the firſt... 


The mechanick poſſeſſed of this 
phrenzy of the brain, will be twenty 
years in endeavouring to- fire a gun 
without powder ; the a/{ronomer will 
never be able to reſt in his bed for 
the perpetual motion ; and it is no- 
torious.of the atchymiſt, that he will 
drive with infinite fury after eternity; . 
In ſcarch-of the philoſopher's ſtone... 

| Theſe 
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"Theſe are your ſteady and phleg- 
matic prejectors; but there are others 
of a very inconſtant temper, who 
have no ſooner thought of one ſcheme 
than they fer about another; and will 
have as many deſigns, at once, upon 
their hands, as would puzzle halt the 
men in the kingdom to place them 
in their proper order, or, even, di- 
ſlinguiſh one from the other. Theſe 
are a ſet of very diverting fellows; 
and may be juſtly ſtiled your gallop- 
ins projectors. They ride with infi- 
nite rapidity after every phantom; 
and appear like ſcouts, upon the 
verge of nature, who delight them 
lclves in running races upon the waſte 


and 
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and barren grounds of ignorance and 
ſtupidity. 


Such people as theſe are immediate- 
ly fick of what they are acquainted 
with: they want to get out of the 
trammels of their own knowledge, 
and launch into ſomething above 
their capacity. They ſcorn to reflect 
upon the flow, and progreſſive mo- 
tions, neceflary to be obſerved, in the 
attainment of any particular end, but 
ſkip from one thing to another, as 
faſt as their inclinations lead the 
way; and, like bad hunters, they 
fall and get up again, without once 
conſidering, that while they purſue 
the chace with ſo much inconſiſtent 
vigour, they will never be able to 


ſee the ſport. 
1 — The 


1 


—-The generality of prejectors are 
very harmleſs creatures; they hurt 
nobody but themſelves, and deſerve 
the compaſſion of mankind. --- But 
there is a breed from this ſtock, that are 
the moſt troubleſome wretches in the 
world. They ſkim the froth from 
the ſurface of every ſcience, and pre- 
tend to be adepts in each. They 
peſter ſociety. with their affectation 
of learning, and fink into a profun- 
dity of ignorance, that is ſhocking to - 
human nature. Theſe creatures poſ- 
ſeſs a vaſt alacrity in miſapplication; 
and always charge their own blun- 
ders upon the productions of nature, 
reaſon, and ſentiment. They are 
orators in confuſion ; and are ſure to 
pleaſe their hearers, who, like the 

wt | Lichfield 
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Lichfield landlord in the Beaux Stra- 
tagem, are highly delighted with 
what they do not underſtand. I hey 
are oracles, that put what conſtruc- 
tion they pleaſe upon every propoſi- 
tion; while their deluded devotees 

mire the prophetic wonders they 
relate. They are dreadful Critics, 
and fa'l with equal cruelty upon 
Shakeſpeare, Ben Jobnſon, Tom Thumb, 
and the Merry Jeſter ; though this 
laſt facetious propagator of fun, is 
infinitely ſuperior, in abilities, to his 
unmerciful executioners. They pro- 
feſs to be prodigious admirers of na- 
ture; but unfortunately ſearch for 
her, in every hole and corner of the 
globe, where ſhe hates to reſide, 
They look with a jealous eye upon 


every 
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every work of genius; and like raſ- 
cally jockeys, who ſurvey a gentle- 
man's horſe, they paſs over in ſilence 
the beauty of his form, and the cele- 
rity of his actions, but are loud, and 
expreſs great ſatisfaction, if they can 
find a little ſcab in his poſteriors. 
They affect to be correctors of proſe, 
and menders of rhymes ; but they 
are wretched-coblers, and are ſure to 
ſpoil every thing meyer metkile wich. 


When a parcel of theſs dablers in 
fſcience get together, it is ſurpriz ng 
to ſee the ſelf-ſufficiency that reigns 
among them. Every thing, be what 
it will, that comes before them, 
ſeems proſtrate at their feet. The 

mighty Homes trembles ; the lofty - 
| PixDAR 
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Pix DAR ſculks; ArisTOTLE forgets 
his rules; and all the poets and phi- 
loſophers ſeem faſcinated with fear 
and trepidation.— How often have I 
vainly wiſhed, when heated with the 
fury of imagination, and languiſhing 
in ſilence, amidſt the uproar of ſelf- 
applauſe, for the power of raiſing 

from the dead, the much injured ob- 
ject of their criticiſm ; to introduce 
him with all the honours, with which 
fancy could decorate him, and to 
ſtrike. theſe eternal bablers into an- 
nihilation, 'with one glance from the ; 
radiance of his penetrating eye. 


Such are the misfortunes attend- 
ing thoſe who will not a& in their 
proper ſphere, but perſevere in un- 

profitable 
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profitable ſchemes, againſt the con- 
viction of experience, and the con- 


tempt of mankind. If the unfortu- 


nate projector could be brought to 
ſeriouſly reflect upon the exalted cha- 
rater of a worthy tradeſman, who 
minds his buſineſs, in oppoſition to 
the meanneſs of his own, he might 
probably be impelled to a change of 
his conduct, and a proper diſcharge 
of his duty : but his malady is a 
dreadful delirium, that generally ar- 


rives to a fatal crifis, robs him of the 


powers of his mind, and leaves it in 
ſuch a liſtleſs benumbed ſtate of in- 
exertion, that he becomes 2 burthen 
to himſelf and his friends. 


There is no occupation, from a 


cobler to a merchant, wherein a man 


may 


- 00 — —— 
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may not reaſonably inſure ſucceſs by 
induſtry : and there are none of the 
virtu:s afford a more extenſive re- 
putation in a commercial ſtate, The 
Man of Induſtry, who abides by his 
natural employment, enters into re- 
ciprocal obligations with his cotem- 
poraries and has an opportunity of 
diſplaying the godlike qualities of 
benevolence, honour, juſtice, and in- 
tegrity. He lives among the bleſſ- 
ings of his family, the careſſes of his 
friends, and meets, wherever he goes, 
with the heart-felt applauſe of unj- 
verſal approbation. He beholds the 
fickle goddeſs, Fortune, hover round 
his head with a benign aſpect, and 
crowning his labours with the charms 

of wealth. His evening enjoyments, 
n after 
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after the toils of the day, are height- 
ened by the reflection of having done 
his duty; and he feels the chcarful- 
neſs of relaxation, unknown to the 
diſnpated, and the indolent,---- While 
he purſues, with unabating ardour, 
the accumulation of riches, he is a- 
ble to appropriate a ſuſficient portion 
of his time, to the improvement of 
his mind: and as it is a ſhocking 
thing that a man ſhould live for him- 
ſelf alone, or to no other purpoſe 
than to get his bread and eat it, he 
ought to give that inſtruction to 
others, which he has learned by ſtu- 
dy and experience.—There is a vaſt 
difference between the characters of 
an unfortunate projector, and a wor- 
thy tradeſman who employs his lei- 
* ſure 
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ſure hours in the amuſement of lite- 
rature z or in the improvement of any 
branch of mechanics by new diſcove- 
ries, which, upon every trial, anſwer 
the real purpoſes for which they 
were deſigned, and are crowned 
with the approbation, and thanks 
of ſociety, 


Gex1vs is confined to no particular 
ſituation in life; but is oftener found 
rambling among different orders of 
men, than in the ſeminaries of learn- 
ing. — Wherever the inſpiring God 
really makes his appearance, he 
ought to be encouraged; and the 
man who neglects to do him juſtice, 
is as blameable, in my opinion, as 
he, who, without one ſpark of the 

celeſtial 
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celeſtial fire, conſumes his time, his 
fortune, and himſelf, in fruitleſs at- 
tempts to become great and immor- 
tal, by perpetuating his folly and 
preſumption. 


ꝗ—0Q—U—U———ß q ——— —— 
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AIR and ſoftly, Sir. — Let me 

examine a little what it is I 
have been about, before I buſtle on 
any farther at this rate. 


| beg ain have been begun, 
and carried on, without any ſettled 
plan : — ſurely then, I muſt be an 
original in irregularity, at leaſt.— The 
firſt chapter is a flight of fancy, or 
rather a waking dream, ſuch as was 
hardly ever ſeen before.—'The ſecond 
had in it a little of the /aid 7, and 
aid be, and I ſaid to myſelf, $0 ſaid 
Mor. I. 2 8 


—_ T1 


Sterne—that Sterne has ruined us all 
in this way of writing: we muſt, in- 


| 
| 
| evitably, be called imitators : and 
yet I] be hanged if I did not ſay to 
myſelf, Sc. juſt as theſe expreſſions ap- 
pear in this ſecond chapter referred to, 


it without ever once thinking of Sterne 


or his works. — Why how the devil 
am I to avoid this manner of writing, 
if, in my rambles, I am to deſcribe 
the incidents which may occur ; par- 
ticularly the converſations and opt 
mions of men; as well as my Own 
cogitations upon the whole — they 
will ay, be will ſay.—— and I. Hall 
Jay to myſelf.Iheſe expreſſions will 
be juſt, and therefore natural. So 
then, it is nature I copy, and not you, 

0 Stem. Be pleaſed, Sir, to 


march | 
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march off about your buſineſs, -— I 
declare, poſitivehy, I will never ſee 
your face, from the beginning of 
theſe rambles to the end. I wiſh 
you all the happineſs you deſerve, 
in ſuch company as never man ac- 
quired, and in whom you can have 
no rivals. Retire, bleſt ſhade! and 
may your honeſt wncle Toby, unfor- 
tunate Le Fever, poor Maria, and 
your faithful La Fleur, ſolace your 
feeling ſpirit, in return for that 
immortality which you have given 
them. 
- My God?- if here is not another 
ſcrape, into which I have fallen. 
The third chapter is an eſſay - and 
89 4 MY wrote-eſſays!—but, in good 
OR D 2 truth, 
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truth, I never thought of Addiſon, 
nor know, no more than the moon, 

whether ever he hit upon ſuch a cha- 

racter as the unfortunate projector. 

Il deſire the curicus reader will find 

it out for I am too lazy; and was 

ind bted to the poor unhappy gen- 
tlemaa, mentioned in the ſecond 
chapter, for thoſe thoughts; and 
very natural it was to be ſtruck with 
ſuch an objcct, and that the enſuing 
reflections ſhould ariſe in etiſaquience 
of it. 


— Zounds! I'il not be troubled with 
- theſe ſtumbling blocks any more,— 


7 . 
; - _ N 7 | * 


Get you gone, Mr. Haddifon.-—- 
b Take: your tavourite Sir Roger de 
Ann: 8 . N 


— 


11 


Coverley with you, and ſhew him 
Sterne. —Yorick will make the knight 
laugh, and ſhake his fat ſides, until 
he forces a ſmile of chearfulneſs, and 
benignity, from your ſerene and 
graceful countenance. 


I fancy Great - Britain is grown too 
old to produce any thing that is 
new, or original. Every ſubject has 
been buffetted to pieces. — Thoſe 
were a parcel of ſad dogs that flou- 
riſhed, all of a cluſter, about the lat- 


tet end of Queen, Anne's days. 


There is no ſuch thing as ſetting out 
on the literary way, be you ever ſo 
cautious in the path you take, get- 
ting into all the bye-Janzs you can 
think of, but you are ſare, every no 

= 7... 
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and then, to be noſed by ſome one 
or other of theſe; Genies. — I ſet 
out, for inſtance, in the moſt whim- 
ſical manner imuginable; but before 
F have time to breathe, or look about 
me, you ſee, | am got up to the head 
and ears in a quarrel with Addiſen. 


Something muſt be done to ſer 
theſe matters right; and I can think 
of no other plan than to march 
boldly on, in the ſame mad carcer 
which I have hitherts kept up; and 
wheneverl accidentally ſtumble wpon 
one or more of theſe renowned writers, 
I am reſolved to be civil, and get out 
of their way as faſt as ever I can. 


They will let a Trier paſs !—- 


18 J 
HA 


IFE would be a fine thing, 

if it were not for thoſe curſed 

rubs and joſtles we are always meet- 
ing in it.— Nothing will go ſmoothly 
on in this world; no ſcheme, no un- 
dertaking; not, even, a ride, a walk, 
or a jaunt. Some little diſappoint- 
ment will ever be attending the 
moſt trifling of our actions: ſome 
poiſonous particle amidſt the pureſt 
and moſt complete of our enjoy. 
ments; to carrode, to gnaw, and. 
imbitter them. | 


4 I was. 


* 
* 
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1 was two hours; yeſterday morn- 
ing, in the dumps, about Addiſon and 
Sterne, before I could ſo far recollect 
myſelf as to be convinced of the 
truths above recited ; and that no- 
thing could be done if we ſuffered 
ourſelves to be ruffled, like trembling 
leaves; with every breath of wind. 


I was leaning out of my chamber 
window, a very diſconſolate figure, 
at the time I was ſtruck with this 
moralizing ſit; but when I perceived 
had finiſhed my profound con- 
templations in comparing myſelf to 
a trembling leaf, ruffled by every 


two turns haſtily acroſs the room; 
| and, 


breath of wind, I ſtarted up, took 


EN 
and, from being thoroughly con- 
8 that I was the moſt ſtupid 
dolt in che world, I reaſoned myſelf, 
in ſive minutes, into à belief that 
as the clevereſt fellow in the 


univerſe. 


— How ill calculated, faid I to 
myſelf, afterwards, is a man, with 
theſe differences about him, to judge 
of his own. merit or capacity. 


After a ſtorm comes a calm, ſays 
the proverb: After a merry fit comes 
a ſad fit, ſay the women: after a 
ſad fit comes a merry fit, ſay I — for 
I worked myſelf into ſuch a very 
good humour, immediately on my 
ſtarting from the window, that 1 
D 5 dreſſed 
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dreſſed myſelf'in all haſte; fully de- 
termined to ſet out, after dinner, like 
a knight with a merry countenance,, 
in ſearch of the moſt pleaſurable, 
whimfical, or ridiculous adventures 1 
could meet with. 


Who's afraid? ſaid I. — 


It was a moſt delightful afternoon, 
and the roads were full of people; 
ſo that there was no want of oppor- 
tunities, for a ſpeculative mind, 
either ſad or joyful, to exerciſe it- 
felf withal. 


My attention was wavering be- 
twixt a multiplicity of different ob- 
jects, until it was, at laſt, fixed upon 

a group 


at 
a group of women, who were coming 
out of a field into the road, and who 
were as merry as the day is long. 


A grave, diſmal, gallows look- 
ing fellow, much like a merhodift 
preacher, called to them, with a loud 
tremulous voice, from the other fide 
of the way—Where have you women 
been? hey ! — We' have been ga- 
thering peas, ſaid the women. To 
been gathering peas! Tou ouglit 
to gather the ſeeds of virtue, and 
plant them upon the face of the 
earth. —You, every one of you, want 
a prick in your conſciences, to make 
you feel the delicious effects * the 
holy 5 : 
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Lord! ſaid the women, what a 
queer fellow this is.— 


The preacher endeavoured to pro- 
ceed. but the women, miſtaking the 
matter, ſet up a kind of a yell, and 
left him to his own meditations. | 


- What a pity, faid I to myſclf, 
1:8 that the minds of thele happy, inno- 
4 cent country people, ſhould ever be 
1 poiſoned by ſuch artful, whining, 
| canting knaves ;—who rob their de- 
1 taded devotees, of that peace and 
| chearfulneſs, which, otherwiſe, gene- 
1 rally mark the abodes of the induſtri- 
1 ous and the poor. T 


| : | 


WS 


While I was. conſidering within 
myſelf, how eaſy it was to pick up 
the very beſt morals from the moſt 
ludicrous, or trifling occurrences, and 
exulting in the happy method which 
1 had hit upon, to convey. the moſt 
' chaſte, and important precepts, for 
the benefit of mankind, Lord Slap- 
daſh came galloping up the road like 
a fury. | 


A pedler, with a monſtrous pack 
upon! his ſhoulders, was, unhappily 
ina « direct line with his lordſhip, the 

quicknzſs of whoſe motions preyent- | 
ed the poor fellow from getting out 
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The peer, finding himſelf obliged 
to give the road to a pedler, and 
ſtung with indignation ar the dif- 
grace, called out en paſſant, in a me- 
nacing tone—Why did not you get 
out of my way, ſirrah? — How the. 
devil could 1 time enough? ex- 
claimed the pedler. You are a 
Scoundre!, roared the peer. Tou are 
a Lord, cried the pedler.— 8 


1 was in great pain for the fellow, 
left he mould get a ſevere drubbing 
for his impertinente; but the noble- 


man having outrode bis ſervants, 


thought proper to fly with incredible 


ſpeed ; leaving the pedler to enjoy 
his 


. Y F 
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his victory — which he did — way 
much like a — 


This rencounter between the peer 
and the pedler, was immediately ſuc- 
ceeded, by another as whimſical, be- 
teen a horſe and an aſs.— 


One of his lordſhip's ſervants, who 
was haſtily putſuing his maſter, upon 
a gay prancer, was ſuddenly ſtopped 
in his career, by an aſs.— 


The aſs prieked up its ears and 
ſtared at the horſe :.---- The horſe 
ſnorted, and wheeled round at a diſ- 
tance, as if moved with diſdain as 
well as ſurprize: The aſs laid down 
its ears, gave a toſs with its head, 

| and 
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and; turning about ſuddenly, kicked 
up its heels; then ſhaking its tail, 
browſed among the nettles in the 


eee 3 


There is 10 food of ork, ric: I; 
which ſupports all degrees of animals 
in their different ſtations. The pcer 
may flounce, but the pedler can re- 
tort.— The horſe may ſnuff the gale, 
and dilate his/ proud front at the ap- 
pearance of an aſs; but the af> can 
ſpurn at his inſolence, and be content 


Sho l +->.: At 


1 had now got to the . my 
n and found it neceſſary to mend 
my pace back again, as the evening 
drew near; ſo that I had neither 
bus time, 


1 
time, nor inclination, to trouble my 
head about my fellow travellers, but 
let them paſs unobſerved.— 


There was one trifling circum- 
ſtance, however, in my return, which 
gave me great pleaſure at the time. 
It was a very polite Bo, which I re- 
ceived from the amiable lord * 
---who, from ſome 'very ſlight know-- 
ledge of me, condeſcended to do me 
the honour as he paſſed. —- 


There is ſomething very ſtriking, 
as well as engaging, in the affability 
of this nobleman. He has the art 

| to wear his dignity at the time he 
puts him ſelf upon a level with the 
meaneſt of thoſe about him; and 
althg' 
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altho” you are as eaſy as with an old 
friend, in his company, you never 
forget that he is a lord. 


1 have a great mind to make a 
vow, for his ſake, never to ridicule 
the foibles of the _— as ſhy as 
hive. 


* k "x 
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CHAP. vl. 


Went into a large mixt company 

as ſoon as I got home, where 
I hugged myſclf in the inexpreffible 
delights of taciturnity; which I fre- 
quently do after my mind ** _ 
fatigued by _ 


While the ideas float from one 
thing to another, without making 
any impreſſion, and one ſeems think- 
ing, and not thinking at the ſame 
time, the hum of converſation; from 
every ſide of the room, which is all 
one perceives of it, is very grateful 


0 
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to the ſenſes, and gives a kind of 


chorus to the like jumble of .incon- 
ſiſtences which is paſſing in the brain. 


I ſhould imagine ſtudy, eſpecially 
writing, muſt be a great enzmy to 
converſation: for altho' I give my- 
ſelf as little trouble as any man in 
England about what I write, or how 
I expreſs myſelf, yet when the fit is 
over, I find but little reliſh for any 
thing but trifling about; talking 
nonſenſe; and that only by fits and 
ſtarts— . | 


Now an argument would be the 
devil.—-Of all things in this world, 
I deteſt an argument: And yet no 
man upon carth is more plagued 

wich 


(69 ] 

with them: — For mine being a 
bachelor's life, ſpending my evenings 
in taverns and public rooms, I am 

always overwhelmed with the hurry 
and confuſion of controverſy. But 
one thing generally happens to my 
comfort; that notwithſtanding I ne- 
ver enter into the nature of the ar- 
gument, neither pro nor con, nor 
know no more than Moll Wilkes what 
they are talking about; nor do I 
litten to any part of the ſtory, unleſs 
I may juſt catch a bit, now and then, 
to laugh at; yet IL go away as wile, 
and as much improved by their diſ- 
putes, as the beſt of them; and can 
give as clear an account of the inexits 

of the ſeveral ſubjects ſtarted, and 

h the 
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the concluſions drawn, as a preſident 
of the Robin-Hood Society. 


_ —-Diſputants are like. fighting 
cocks ; only with this difference: 
The cocks fight to obtain victory, 
at the hazard of their lives; while 


the others battle it hard for ſuperi- 


ority of parts, at the ruin of their 


It being paſt twelve o'clock, 
and as I had fat the whole even- 
ing without ſpeaking one word, I 
- thought it high time to take myſelf 


f- urhich I did, very ſnugly, and 
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As I was walking home, the ſtreets 
were fo ſtill, that I could not help 
exclaiming, Good God! it ſeems as 
if the world were dead.---Not a crea- 


ture I proteſt. ! What is gone with 
all the buſtle of the day? Where 


are all thoſe delightful nymphs that 
charmed me with their ſmiles ?---- 
Are they in bed? Oh! heavens !--- 


Paſſing a churchyard, I cried, how 
many ghoſts might a diſordered ima- 


gination raiſe here That grave- 


ſtone, how it ſeems to ſtalk l 1 
wiſh I were in bed. But, muſt 1 
lie here at laſt Well, it does not 
ſignify : uhen the ſoul is fled, the 


iL | body 
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body is meer clay, and may mix in- 
differently with its ſiſter earth !-<- 


I got ſafe into the kitchen; the. 
cat was lying by the fire; but ob- 
ſerving me, ſhe roſe, and purred 
about my legs—--Poor thing, ſaid I, 
thou art a very docile, and inoffen- 
ſtve creature. It is impoſſible, ſure- 
1y, that thete ſhould be any violent 
particles in the compoſition of ſuch 
a" doineſtic, obliging, fondling ani- 
mal. Well, well, ſaid I, enough of 
this go thy ways puſs-—-ſo, taking 
la- candle, I went up ſtairs; but be- 
fore I could well get into my room, 
found myſelf very much out in 
my calculations, reſpecting the good 
bed qualities 


z „ 
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noiſe gf the cats, before I could get 


. 
qualities of cats. For another cat 
having got to our lady, they ſet up 
ſuch a d -d yell, as was ſufficient 
to frighten a whole pariſh out of 


their ſenſes.----I ran down into the 


kitchen, in order to quell the up- 
roar; but they flew round the room, 
with their tails as ſtraight and as 
thick as my arm; ſpitting their fury 
like a couple of devils.—At laſt they 
vaniſhed up ſtairs, like a ſtream of 
wild fire, and got upon the tiles ; to- 


tally out of the reach of my correc- 


tion; where they continued their hor- 
rid chorus all night, to the great 
diſcompoſure of the neighbour- 
hood. | 


wie fo; Denise wide che 


Vol. I. E. to 
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to Neep, that, God help me! 1 
dreamt l was married li-. 


I thought I poſſeſſed the ſweeteſt 
ereature imaginable The prettieſt, | 
and moſt lovely laſs, bat ever tripp 'd 
the verdant plain !-----Such endear- 
ments! ſuch embraces ! ſuch raviſh- j 
ings! ſuch raptures | ſuch entangle- 
ments!, and ſuch! ſuch ! ſuch! f ſuch! | 
1 how 1. kuoy, the Mm 
marriage ! — | 
Hut then ſhe would be ſo care- 
ful of me, I muſt never read, it would 
ſpoil my eyes: nor muſt I wiite, by 
any meens, it made me ſo thought- 
ful. And then ſhe would chuck me 
under the chin, and ſay I muſt do 
"every thing ſhe bid tne, or I could 
not love her.. No, mob moſt not 
| ſmoke 


11 
ſmoke filthy tobacco, for chat was an 
odious euſtom. She would rather I 
would take ſnuff, ſhe ſaid,---and oh! 
how charming a brilliant would look 
upon my finger, and a nice ſolitaire 
about my neck. There, my dear 
my ſweeteſt ſpouſe now 1 are a 
king. — | £ 
Upon my proving rather refractory 
under all theſe blandiſhments and re- 
ſtrictions, I thought ſhe changed her 
tone: and when I went out ſhe would 
aſk me peremptorily, where I was 
going-—-and if I told her, to ſuch a 
place, or ſuch a place, ſhe' would ſay 
it was very fooliſh to do ſo ; and that 
I was always going out after a * 
cel of nonſenſe. 


E 2 Methought 


. . . _ 
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Methought, in order to avoid theſe 
iquabbles, I was obliged to give her 
che ſlip.——-But then, when I came 
home, there was the devil to pay. — 
So now, ſhe would ſay, you are al- 
ways out when. you. are wanted 
there has been Mr. Such- a ane, and 
Mr. Such- a- one, and Mr. Such- a-O e 
to ſegk for - I wonder you will 

be ſo fooliſh now----Why can't you 

be content at home ?----\V here have 

von been #----hey,!—why dont you 
anſwer me? Ho you ſtand ſtaring 
like a Fool! | 


* pon cheſe repeated aſſronts, 1 
would cry zZounds ! what the devil is 
the matter with the woman? What 

[ob 
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is it to you where I have been ?---- 
I am my own maſter, and will do as 
I pleaſe, for all any body.---Then 
methought ſhe would ſnivel, and 
bellock, and roar; and wiſh ſne had 
never been married; and all that. 


When I had any friends with me, 
I thought I looked like the moſt ar- 
rant dunderhead upon the face of the 
earth; for ſhe would ſnarl, and pout, 
and redden, and be as perverſe as a 
fow ; thwarting every thing I ſaid or 
did; nothing could pleaſe ; every 
thing was wrong; and expoſing all 
our filly quarrels to every . 
ee ; _ 
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If I went wich ber in an evening 
to viſit a neighbour, I was always 
terrified to death---for as it frequent- 
ly happens in theſe caſes, when there 
is much company, that the women 
go to cards, and the men to their, 
pipes; I was ſure, as ſoon as my 
ſweet ſpouſe had finiſhed her pool, 
and ſuddenly taken it into her head 
to go home; to have her come 
bouncing into the | ſmoking room, 
with her hat and cloak on, her ſer- 
vant and lanthorn at her heels, and, 
without any previous notice given 
me of her intention, ſaucily demand 
my inſtant attendance, for. that ſhe 
was determined to go to bed directly. 
Now, if I were in the middle of 

my 


I 


„ 

my pipe, it ſignified nothing to re- 
monſtrate: ſhe would only be the 
more poſitive and if I, obſerving 
the men wink at one another, pre- 
tended to domineer a little, and to 
ſwear I would not go yet; ſhe would 
| ſet the whole houſe in an uproar ;---- 
ſo that, for meer decency's fake, I 
was obliged. to hurry away with her, 
leaving our mighty pretty deport- 

ment, a ſweet object for thoſe that | 
were left behind us, to laugh at and 


= * . 
enjoy. 
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What was very extraordinary in 
this dream, which laſted only two or 
three hours (but dreams are always 
inconſiſtent) I thought I had a very 
fine boy; which, though it was no 


+ was” 
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more than a twelvemonth old, muſt 
ever be the head of the company z 
firting at table at dinner, though 
there ſhould be ten or a dozen ſtran- 
gers and when from its ſputtering; 
and puling, and ſcreaming like a 
bittern, 1 only begged the favour it 
might be taken away, for -that it 
muſt be very troubleſome to my 
friends, ſhe would ſtorm and rage, 
and be almoſt ready to ſcratch my 
eyes out: Then ſnatching up the 
infant, like a tygreſs, ſhe would fly 
away with it, telling me at the ſame 
time, if I muſt get chi'dren I ought 
to bear with them. 


After this terrible ſcuffle, ſhe 
would be in the dumps, and not 
ſpeak a word for two or three days 
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— ſo that do what I would, I was 
ſure to be worſted—for if 1, at laſt, 
coaxed her into good temper, there 
was but a few halt-ſtarved kiſſes, 
ſhuſfles, and careſſes enſued, before 
we got into the ſame track again— 
up to the head and ears in diſputes, 
ſquabbles, wranglings, and the moſt 
perverſe endeavours, on her ſide, to 
make me as miſerable as a hound 
with a /w:tchel at his tail, purſued, 
worried, and buffeted, by all the 
dogs, and Jads in the pariſh,—-- 


In the midſt of more confuſion; 
by ten-fold, than the cats brought 
upon me before I went to ſleep, I 
awaked, and cried out with a loud 
and ſhrill' voice, Thank my God! 

this is all a dream !---= | 
be E's 


", , 1 
" ien 148 4 { 
CH AP., VII. 
˖ ; 


OW ſoon every thing in this 
world is over! ---- does not 
this indicate that life will foon be at 
an end - a in 1s wort 8 uy 
Hy 11s ye $935 Rgd bois 4: mow 
Time S160 fliora; except to the 
lazy and the miſerable, that the re- 
flection becomes Na 1h | and diſ- 
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\u Breakfaſt e AN pF bed | 
---cbreakfaſt;, dinnęt, ſuppep and 


bed breakfaſt, inner, ſuꝑper, and 
7 Kt bed 
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bed----and ſo on to the end of the 
chapter.---- 


(What a ſamenels |) 


Theſe: words, like the pulſations 
of the heart, beat as regular as a 


clock; except in thoſe variations 
which are diſcernable in both.------ 


Now in the lazy they are flow---and 
ſure - (breakfaſt dinner 
———ſ upper -and bed.) 
In the miſerable they are at unequal 
diſtances; and are doubtful--(break- 
faſt - dinner ſupper 
=>=—=--------&c.) But in the buſy 
and the merry, they are as quick as 
thought A breakfaſt dinner ſupper--- 


breakfaſt dinner ſupper · breakfaſt 
Poidebai E 6 dinner 
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dinner ſupper) ---- O there is hardly 
room for bed to creep in at any 
rate! except, now and then, by 
way of amuſement, or ſo.--- 


oo! poo! miſs, what do you 
pop your head in; juſt at this place, 
for—putting me out in this manner, 
while I am puſhing my argument to 
the bottom of ſuch deep, and curious 

reflections, upon time and the deuer 
knows what ?—— . 


1 remember an old woman, at an 
inn, a very notable ſcrat, who gave 
me exquiſite pleaſure, for two or 
three days, while I was a kind of an 
idler at her houſe in à country vil 


lage. Tis to her the world will be 
indebted 


1 
indebted for many excellent obſerva- 
tions I made upon the vanities f 
this life, the emptineſs of our pur- 
ſuits, and the impertinence of pride 
and pompoſity in man.---- 


As this lady was the miſtreſs of 
the houſe, and faw into every thing 
that was done, the did not fit down, 
ten, minutes at a time during the 
whole day. She was continually 
running about---firſt into the kitchen 
---—then into the brewhouſe----then 
into the parlour-----and, except in 
fcolding the maids a bit, I could not 
conceive” whereabout her pleaſure 
lay, 


192 With 
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With her, breakfaſt, dinner, and 
ſupper, were very quick indeed !- for 
ſhe had much ado to provide them 
faſt enough----ſo that her whole life 
was nothing but a ſcene of breakfaſt, 


dinner, and ſupper ;. breakfaſt, din- 


ner, and ſupper ; breakfaſt, dinner, 


and ſupper until theſe manauvres, 
with the pulſe, varied fluttered 


ſtopped that's all—— 


2111 


Now I think the life and death of 


this induſtrious old woman, who got 
up, | got-, breakfaſt, got dinner, got 
ſupper, and got to bed got up, got 


breakfaſt, got dinner, got ſupper, and 
got to bed got up, got breakfaſt, 


"vg got 


E 
got dinner, got ſupper, and got to 
bed----got up. and ſo on, without 
the leaſt difference every day in the 
year, make a very ſine trait of the 


vaſt importance, dignity, and ſignifi- 


cancy of human concerns. 
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The lazy are got up---they do not 


get breaktaſt, but they eat it they 


do not get dinner, but they eat it— 
they do not get ſupper, but they eat 
it. they are got to bed, and doſe! the 


tai 


tedious night N * 
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The , drunkards riſe heayily,- — 
They neither get their breakfaſts, 


nor, can ; eat-—their pulſes flag 
they are n vous and tis long ull 


dinner comes.---They pick 2 bit, and 
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get drurk---they cannot ſup, but get 
drunk they plunge to bed, and 
ſnore, offenſive, the darkſome, diſ- 
mal hours along !---- | 


The merry get up, and laugh 
they breakfaſt, and laugh they dine, 
and laugh they ſup, and laugh 
they go to bed, and ſleepl— 


The miſerable get up, and weep--- 
they breakfaſt, and weep they dine, 
and weep—-they ſup, and weep-—- 
they go to bed, but cannot ſleep !-—-- 


The buſy get up, and work they 
breakfaſt, and work. they dine, and 
work they ſup, and go to bed 
and if they are married, they have 
work enough, God knows !---— 

5 Increaſe 


— I -- . 
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Increaſe and multiply is the firſt 
law of nature.----God ſpeed their la- 
bours----ſay 1— 


Amen — 
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— 1 ET the philoſophers, and 

the moraliſts, make more 
of this matter, if they can. -I have 
done with it. 


RITICS, I beg of you, for 
heaven's fake, that you will 
not be angry with me, for being a 
little facetious, now and then, as I 
ramble through the rough and thorny 
paths which, whatever ou . 
think of it, lead to virtue. | 


Theſs little, light: 10 particles, 
which are every where ſcattered on 
the way, only ſerve to render the 
road agreeable and pleafant, which 
otherwiſe would de offenfive and in- 
tolerable. 

Witneſs! 


l 


Witneſs! Oh! witneſs! the ter- 


rible, grave, and learned lectures of 


the philoſophers.---- 


Why fhould not the dofe be made 
palatable ? I am poſitive the phyſic 
will work the better for ir. — And 
what if we, ſometimes, for meer 
pleaſantry, lightly touch the warmeſt 
feelings which nature hath implanted 
in us. — Can the glow, which riſes 
in the cheek of the ardent youth, on 
the creation of certain ideas, in- 
jure that virtue to which it leads 
him? — No — it will make him the 
more in love with it : Or ſhall the 
virgin's bluſh of delight and inno- 

cence, 


: 
l 
: 
: 
[ 
o 
fr 
5 


EE 2 


cence, be deemed a crime ? ---- for 


ſhame 1 


Indeed there needs much of the 
honey, and the balſam, to ſweeten 
the bitter draught. of inſtruftion—— 
and none have done more ſervice 
to human kind, than thoſe who 
have known how to mix it properly. 


Ay, there's the rub,” — 


1 think your acute, and laborious 


reaſoners upon morality, have much 
the ſame effect upon ſociety, as thoſe 
writers of dowaright bawdy, who, to 
the honour of Old England, flouriſh 
ſo exceedingly in the preſent times. 
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The firſt, while they torture rea- 
ſon to death in their reſearches, and 
keep the attention eternally on the 
rack, to pick up what little matter 
is to be found, here and there, have 
their meaning overcaſt with fuch 
clouds of lofty phraſes, technical 
terms, pompous diction; and their 
intention continually loſt in ſuch ri- 
vers of flowing periods, ſweet ca- 
dences, &c. that none but the very 
curious indeed, will be able to bear 
with the tedious work of inveſtiga- 
tion, and the painful feelings of a 
confuſed head, without one ſettled 
axiom of common ſenſe, to ſupport 
the leaſt glimmerings of improve- 
ment. 


* Theſe 
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Theſe are a very ſmall, a very tri- 


fling, and a very inſignificant part of 
mankind. 


As to the groſs balderdaſh and 
ſtupidity that reign in the other per- 
formances, ſuch wretched ſtuff is fit 
only for the common /ews, and ſtew- 
hunters; it cannot be peruſed by any 
but the abandoned, and thoſe alrea- 
dy debauched----and how great ſoe- 
ver may be their number in this 
iſland, we muſt pronounce them cut 
off, tor ever, from the glorious Pe 
rogatives of humanity. 


Thus, Gentlemen, it follows, that 
the two different productions I have 
5 been 


8 3 
been ſpeaking of, are calculated only 
for the philoſophers, and the brutes 
parts totally lopped off, as uſeleſs 
in a commonwealth,---- 


The buſy world has nothing to do 
with them. The active and uſeful 
members in a community are too 
much engaged in their ſeveral, and 
ſubſtantial, employ ments, to intereſt 
themſelves in the purſuits and punc- 
tilios of the learned; or to lick up 
the filthy matter which is ſcattered 
abroad, by the pimps and panders, 
who at all times await the actions of 

the debauched and ihe abandoned. 


If Ihe induſtrious read, it is for 
amuſement; and the man who can 
entertain, 


UF" 3 
entertain, at the ſame time that he 
inſtructs, and has the luck to get ac- 
quainted with them, will ever mect 
with their applauſe and countenance, 


Witneſs! oh! witneſs! the de- 
lightful Sterne. 


I never can read his Sentimental 
Journey, but I enter into his exquiſite 
feelings, and find myſelf the better 
man for them---and notwithſtanding 
his whimſical inſinuations, with reſpect 
to the Fille de Chambre, at Paris, I 
ſtop ſhort with him in the ſtory, and 
ſwear with as much fervour as his 
uncle Toby exclaimed, in the ſince- 
rity of his heart, Le Fever © ſhall 

Vor. I. F not 


not die by G---,” thi t Vu, be de 
if ever rl attempt to injure that vir- 
tue, chat innocence, that ſimplicity, 
and thoſe. charms which could, raiſe 


in me ſuch ſweet and tender emo- 
tic ns 28 


ay; 
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T is exactly according to the di 
FF poſition the mind is in, that the 

world appears tous a round of plea- 
ſures and enjoyments, or a ſcene of 

wretchedneſs and miſery. 


There is no ſuch thing as untwiſt- 
ing the web ſo accurately, and with 
ſuch ſucceſs, laying aſide the paſſions 
and prejudices, and picking 'out the 
falſe fears, ridiculous apprehenfions, 
nonſenſical fooleries, ' &c. which are 

_ entangled in it, as to come in any of 
our reſearches, -or- conceptions of 
—_ Fg things, 


[ 100 J 


things, to the real unpolluted truth 
of the matter. 


A man takes a teleſcope, an 
looks through it very carneſily at 
the moon; reſting it this way, and 
that way, and ſwearing all the while 
It is, in reality, nothing but a green 
cheeſe.— -The moon is a moon for 
all that, and the glaſs is a good one. 
—khe fault lies in the man himſelf 
this eyes are bad, and not ſuited 
to che occaſion. 


958 ul 

* my own part, I have; looked. 

at this world in fifty thouſand diffe- 
rent lights, and know not what to 
make of it at Jaſt.----Sometnnes 1, 
| have thought it a, charming place: 
| ----Good 
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Good victuals !---good drink! 
fine wenches !----fine horſes !----fine 
hounds !----rare ſport !----At other 
times, I have ſickened at the very 
idea of every enjoyment, except 
ats, and wondered for what 
purpoſe it could poſſibly happen 
that we were ſent hither, 


How ſickly and yain are all our 
wanderings !---- | 


The world has been the very ſelf- 
ſame world for upwards of five thou- 
ſand-----nobody knows how long---- 
and the purpoſe for which it was 
made, ever was, and ever will be, 
a profound ſecret, ſnut up, and hid- N 
3 den 
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den ſrom the moſt penetrating and 
eurious inveſtigations of man. 


Hope humbly then, on trembling 

E pinions ſoar, 

Wait the great teacher death, and 
„God adore.” | 


So ſays Pope for me, on this occa- 
ſion----very well and very pathetic. 


I faw a lean, aduſt figure of a2 
man, with hollow, keen, penetrating 
eyes----a melancholy hue ſeemed to 
ſit upon his face, as fixt there by the 
hands of time and care much 
watching, pain, and labour. le 
ſeemed to be about fixty-five---alert, 


and 
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and active. I aſked my next neigh- 
bour who he was ?----I was told he 
was a man famous for having ac- 
quired a princely fortune by trade. 


What does he now? ſaid I----He 
follows buſineſs with more vigour 
than ever. For what purpoſe? ſaid I. 
----For none that I know of---unleſs 
he does it, as the women reaſon, 
becauſe be does it.----He has now a 
fortune that far exceeds the bounds 
of any moderate ambition, and yet 
he is, abſolutely, as anxious after 
the advantages of Cent. per Cent. and 
the goods of this life, as if he were 
to live for ever.— 


F 4 
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That man, ſaid I, has miſtaken 
the means for the end.----He bas in- 

lifted his affections in the purſuit of 
| riches, but knows not when to ſtop, 
nor how to enjoy them.----He is ex- 
actly like a galley flave.----His paſ- 
fions, and avarice, like hard and 
cruel tyrants, have chained him 
down to the oar, and he is obliged 
to toil away a wretched life, in mi- 
ſery and deſpair. 


His only conſolation will be to 

_ 1 work in the geers, like a waggoner's 
| horſe---To be gee-wo d and whipped, 
by his inſatiable thirſt for gold, from 
London to Cheſier, and from Cheſler 
to London, until he, unexpecting, 
drops 


[| * 3 
drops in the midſt of his career, and 
1s caſt away, as a vile heap of folly 
and putrefaction, fit only for the 
worms to | gnaw, and his heirs, exe- 
cutors and adminiſtrators, to laugh 
at and make merry with !---- 


A vile reckoning this ! but a true one! 


What a parcel of egregious non- 
ſenſe !----for a man to waſte his 
hours in a ſeries of painful, corrod- 
ing, ſleepleſs vexations, after a phan- 
rom that leaves him at laſt in the 
embraces of the vileſt of reptiles-—- 
unpitied and deteſted !---- 


| What do we know of the future, 
or even remember of the paſt, that 
"M1139 / F s ſhould. 


[ 206} 


ſhould urge us to ſuch reſtleſs, un- 
availing, and unneceſſary buſtlings, 
to provide for an exiſtence ſo tranſi- 
' tory, and which ſeems to be little 
more than nominal ? 


For my own part----except an af- 
fair of gallantry, in which I was con- 
cerned with Dolly Newell, when I 
was a lad---who ſnatched! her hand 
away. from me at bhick-hick-all-my- 
ducks, and gave ir to another, which 
has ſtuck by me ever ſince ; and two 
or: three. more trifling ſcrapes I have 
got into in my life, the reſt of it has 
palled away like: aſhaclow! a dream! 
a heap of confuſion ! a chaos ! for- 


gotten and | defpied®!---- 
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Nothing 
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Nothing can uphold a man in this 
world, and make him happy, but a 
conſciouſneſs of innocence, a know- 
ledge, and a ſcrupulous diſcharge of 
his duty towards his family, his 
friends, and the public and when 
he has done this, he may leave the 
reſt, ſatisfied and contented, to the 
almighty being who placed him 
bere, fully aſſured of the everlaſt- 
ing protection of that great Go 
who CANNOT DO WRONG! 
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Human being, afrer he has 
paſſed through ſnivelling, 1di- 
otic childhood, boaſting, unforeſee- 
ing, thoughtleſs youth, and become 
capable of reflection, needs only 
caſt his eyes about him, and exa- 
mine the earth, the productions of 
it, the ſun, the moon, and the ſtars, 
to be convinced of the exiſtence of 
an omnipotent FIRST CAUSE, that 
governs all ; to whom his adoration 
is due, and on whom alone his pre- 
ſent and future eſtabliſhment, amidſt 
the grand order of the univerſe de- 


pends, 
What 
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What an idea !----how fimple !-—- 
how plain !----how wonderful! 
how ſublime !---- 


But here we muſt ſtop we can 
go no farther tis enough.— 7 


The Drirv-his nature nay, even 
his attributes are not to be under- 
ſtood by f. uch triflers as we are. 
He ſhews us that he exiſts -- that no 
terms can expreſs his greatneſs, his 
power, and his glory. But what he 
is where he is and what He 
means by this brilliant conſtruction 
of the ſpheres, which we ſtare at 
with ſuch delight and aftoniſhment, 
or how. he, intends to diſpoſe of us, 
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is a ſecret which we muſt reſign all 
pretenſions to unravel in this life, and 
teave it to time and eternity to dif- 
cover. 


ANALOGY may go a great way in- 
deed, to furniſh us with the raptu- 
r ous hope, and exquiſite proſpect of 
a bliſs intended for us, unallied to 
pain and wretchedneſs, if we act con- 
ſiſtently in the ſphere which has 
been allotted to us, and do thoſe 
ſimple duties towards one another, 
which are plain and expreſs in them- 
ſelves, and which, by the natural 
laws of ſociety, are abſolutely re- 

quired of us 


„ To ds unto all men as we 
would they ſhould do unto us.“ 
After 
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After we have gaped at the bright 
orbs that ſurround us, and examined 
the earth, and the beauties it pro- 
duceth, as well as obſerved the re- 
gularity and order in which it moves, 
all proving the exiſtence of 4 Derry, 
his providence, his might, majeſty, 
and dominion; we may then examine 
ourſelves, as the work of his hands, 
and come to a very delightful con- 
clufion, from the extremely diſtant 
likeneſs of things, in our own fayour 
Hand quite ſafficient for us to lay a 
ground work, or a foundation, in or- 
der to build a ſuperſtructure or a ſyſ- 
tem, replete with glory, happineſs, 


VT 
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After all the fooleries, and non- 
ſenſe, which. have been foiſted into 
the world, by artful. and deſigning 
men, and ſwallowed by the igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition. of the multi- 
tude; which, conſequently, have got 
inter woven in the religious rites and 

ceremonies of mankind; and the vo- 
lumes which have been written by 
our philoſophers, to no manner af 
purpoſe, about the unſearchable de- 
crees of the Al MIoH Ty, concerning 
the ſeemingly odd, whimſical, and 
unjuſt diſtribution of good and evi! 
upon earth; yet there is not one 
idea, amongſt them all, that ſtrikes 
me ſo forcibly, and flatters my 
fond hopes of future pleaſures and 
| enjoy-- 
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enjoyments, ſo powerfully, as 
conſideration of the character or a 
juſt and upright man abe work ef 
God's hands----and, which has ever 
been admired, as well by the wicked 
as the good.---- 


What are the qualities uſually 
attendant upon ſuch a character? 
He is gentle — he is humane — he 
weeps with the diſtreſſed, and re- 
joices with the happy but the 
ſtrongeſt paſſion which actuates his 
breaſt, and which, by al! mankind, 
is applauded and adored the moſt, 
is an univerſal BENEVOLENCE.. that 
_ prompts him to ſhelter the whole 
world under his wings, and make his 
fellow creatures as happy as his 
power is great.— 


That 
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: "That this is not meerly an ideal 
character, needs no proof but what 
every man's own obſervation will 
furniſh him with; and that the ge- 
nerality of the hunian kind, not- 
withſtanding the prevalence of their 
ftailties and follies may overcloud its 
"operation, poſſeſs this virtue in par- 
Xicular, in 'a very high degree, no 
10phiſtry, or pernicibus reaſoning, 
can explain away.— 


What then muſt be the attributes 
of the Al Mien v, who has ſtamped 
upon his creatures ſuch a noble, and 
an Exquftfite idea of benevolence 
Is not this characteriſtic of himſelf, 
and What he will do for us > — Will 


any 
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any man doubt his 600D:485ss ?----- 
Can any thought, or ſyſtem, ſo rea- 
ſonably ſupport a ſickening, faint- 
ing, falling creature, in his laſt mo- 
ments ?-—Can he, at that awful trial 
of his patience, ſtruggling cty—Oh ! 
Gop ! thou haſt forgotten me? 
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TOW glorious, and conſiſtent, 

do the works of nature, as far 

as even we mortals can trace them, 

make the DerTy ?--- What a jumble 

of inconſiſtency, injuſtice, and ca- 

price, have the works of man made 
of him 


How ſhould it be otherwiſe, when 
ſuch poor creatures pretend to ac- 
count for the actions of the Ouxiro- 
TENT, or to pry into the deſigns of 
the CREATOR, who has, with ſuch 
| peculiar care and precaution, con- 
cealed 
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cealed the manner of his exiſtence, 


and his intentions, total if from our 
ſight? 


I love ſyſtem building, for inno- 
cent paſtime it agrees well with 
- that hankering after futurity, which 
nature ſeems to have implanted in 
us, as an earneſt for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of thoſe hopes of cternal bliſs, 
which ſupports us in ſickneſs and in 
death; but to produce my ſyſtems, 
the foundations whereof, like many 
other famous ones in the world, may 
be laid in a foohiſh whim. or conceit 
of my own, and pretend to cram 
them down the throats of other peo- 
ple--foh !-—-nonfenſe !---folly im- 
pudence !----ſtupidity !---- -- 119095 
-$9..] $5 As 
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As hope to live, and enjoy eter- 
nal pleaſures, cannot think, that 
the ALMIGHTY would have given 
us, ſuch an exquiſite idea of happi- 
neſs, unallayed with. the pains and 
griefs « of a life, which is ſubjected to. 
a F. ee ſo hateful to our natural 
feelings, for no better purpoſe than 
to make us completely wretched---- 
and like 7. antalus, with his meat and 
drink in view, but without the power 
of enjoying what his appetite ſo 


„ # 7 


Don't dalle of 3 | 
1s'the.dewl----and ſurely thoſe ought - 
to be d who can poſlibly-enter- 
tain ſuch a poor, n e 


conceit | ol 4, abu 
A Let 
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Let looſe. the imagination, and 
examine to hat a pitch of grandeur - 
it will carry you, in the formation of 
ſcenes of bliſs, and enjoyments ſo 

ſuperiour to our own---and of which 
the DziTy has given us the higheſt 
reliſh, and the moſt perfect notions. 


How is it poſſible then, but Wwe 
muſt flatter ovrſelves, even to a 
ſettled dependanc: upon that Goop- 
NESS, Which it is, impoſſible to con- 
ceive, would amuſe us in this world, 
with the glimmerings of ſuch a be- 
witching proſpect, of joys unutter- 
able, and ſuffer. us to drop off, at 
laſt, in pain and miſery, ae 


and forgotten ! 


Pity A 


— — —ũ——— — — ' ——_ 
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Pity !---compaſſion !---tenderneſs ! 
— what thrilling ſounds! ----- how 
forcibly . do 9 2 ſtrike a human 
ent! | Hd to ne 

A helpleſs falling, dving crea- 
ture - ſtruggling, gaſping, and con- 
vulſed, with the rage of pain, ſick- 


neſs, and death !--—- 


What would you do, my friend, 
were you omni potent, to releaſe that 
diſtorted wretch from the rack, and 
make him er — —_— 


Would you _ out his brains, 
and let him . periſh 10 ever ?----- 
—— — | 
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HAVE obſerved, with much 

care and circumſpection, three 
diſtin& | methods, which the ſons of 
men make uſe of, in order t to iy 
the ills of this life. 


Firſt, you will find the young and 
the diſſolute, filling up the ſpace of 
their exiſtence, with a continued 
hurry of exerciſe, drink, noiſe and 
nonſenſe. ---- Theſe are a parcel of 
very jolly fellows, and it is impoſſible 
for the grave, and the ſedate, to haye 
a more contemptuous- opinion of 
l. I. G them, 
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them, than they entertain for the 


reſt of mankind. 


As to any thing that tends towards 
the remoteſt idea of reflection, it is 
ever treated by theſe worſhipers of 
uproar and diffipation, as the mean- 
eſt, and moſt ſcurrilous intruſion that 


can poſhbly attack a IR and. 
a man of ſpirit.---- | | 


To think! — is à crime of the 
blackeſt die; and, therefore, they 
ſcorn to trouble -theic heads about 
any thing, until nature flags, — dit- 
<aſ- overtakes them and, to the ho- 
nour of this fraternity, many of them 
quit the world, almoſt as merry and 
as b N * 5 
71 2 The 
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The particular merits of this ſort 
of gentry can never be too much 
admired ; nor is it poſſible to exhauſt 
a ſubject ſo replete with fun, humour 
and inſtruction. We have had them 
frequently exhibited to ſociety, un- 
der the characters of bloods and mo- 
bawks. — They are known by their 
agility in breaking lamps. knocking 
down watchmen, beating the rounds 
—and eſpecially by thoſe diſaſtrous 
circumſtances of being beaten by 
bullies, kicked into kennels, drove 
into dirty holes and corners; —and 
making their eſcape with bruiſed 
backs, ſore arms, ſlaſhed heads, and 
ſwoln backfides ; which, to the a- 
ſtoniſhment of the ſober part of the 
EO G2 human 
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human ſpecies, are looked upon, by 


theſe - gentlemen, as marks of the 
higheſt, and moſt noble diſti n&tion, 


A member of this community, 
who | has been drawn chrough a 
ber ſepond, rolled in a boghouſe, tum- 
bled in o a pig, and kick d out of 
a brothel, is looked upon by, this 
all-glorious ſociety, as. a prodigy of 
wonder and delight — forever after 


wards digvified with the imperial 


tile of A, dd god fellow, — the 
terror of <vomen, dhe bane of butter: 


Nies; the ruin of  graſpoppers, ar and = 
deſtroy er. of fleas, crickets, litlarks, 


and bobgoblins.—, 5 

L404 eri 44 SEL 1 i 

nn 0d. doin; r Dildo night 
— 
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They are the moſt excellent re- 
fuers of mirth and chearfulneſs ima- 
ginable; fore it is impoſſible, though 
you had a thouſand a year nnex- 
pectedly left you, not even in tht 
firſt guſt of your tranſpott, to keep 
pace with them in their joys. 
e bat hod d. vam 10 d 580 
Survey them -at-dinner, after the 
morning chaſe, or, if you pleaſe, 
e bf e cee Ton d 


mann in a 


What a din! — 


 % 
Ann) 


gut here 1 muſt caution the | 
reader, to make uſe of his recollec- 
tion and fancy; or, if he laels of 
eicher T viſt deſire him to get into 
* G3 the 
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the company of a ſet of chorce ſpirits 
—elſe, I am afraid, he will not 
rightly underſtand the repreſentation 
of a horrid ſcene of uproar, folly, 
and confuſion, | which, out of my 
| princely muniſicence, I am under the 
fatal neceſſity of exhibiting, for the 
amuſement of -our old fools, who 
have been, or may be poſſeſſed with 
a tendency towards the following 
ſingular exploits.— 


A large company of Cnoick Srikrrs 
at dinner — 
(Omnis.) 
_ ' Waitor ( —Waitor !—Waitor !------ 
Sair !—Sgir /—Sair Some porter 
here — give me ſome table beer 
_ two glaſſes of madeira for my lord 
| Slapdaſh— 


7 3 
Slapdaſb. d- n'd good veniſon }— 
helliſh good potatoes | —Sgir, ſhall 1 
trouble you fur a ſlice of that there 
ham? my lord, ſhall 1 have the 
honor to ſend you ſome hare ?—- 
my lord, Jack Frofly-face tumbled 
neck over heels in a ditch this morn- 
ing! (Omnis) ha! ha! ha !--O 


poor Froſly face ha! ha! ha !-— 


ſink my liver !----ha !----ha !---ha ! 


----Waitor ! take away --- clear the 
tables. My lord, a gentleman 
would be glad to be introduced---- 
band him in upon a plate. (Omnis) 
ha! ba! ha l—a d -d good hit 
ha! ha! ha !-—excellent by G-! 
bar 
1 G 4 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen ! charge your glaſſes 
IIS he king's health.-.-- | 


(A!] ag baue non 


What a dd good et 1 
took over the gate, leading to Tit- 
bury fields, this morning! but did 
you obſerve fir Jeffery Squab ? what 
a hell of a /quelch in a bog ! -— by 
G—! my horſe is the beſt horſe in 
England did you ſee how he flew, | 
like lightening, over Danbury com- 

mon: See your horſe !-----no by 
G, for I was at the head of the 
hounds over every inch of the ground 
TH Omni Wo. aur R bold hard! 
un a | eld 


t 

bold hard I. The devil d- n me 
to the pit of hell if L Wwa'n' t? 

Gentlemen! -gentlemen !---:gen- 
tlemen to order to order Mr. 
deputy, is the toaſt gone round * 7— 
where does the glaſs ſtand ? Mr. 
Budget, pleaſe to tie up your garters 
---Ned Nimble, give us a toaſt----O ! 
my lord----the waiter tells me poor 
Jack the bootcatcher, whoſe head 
you broke laſt night, with the poker, 
is likely to be dead Charge him 
in the bill---daaam me !”----(Omnis) 
ha! ha! ha! © keep it up“ ha! 
ha! ha! huzza! huzza! huzza ! ha! 
ha! ha !---bark forward!" bark fer. 
ward ha]! hat ha! "ON O! 
ny O1—— 0 

e) G 5 Silence 1 


—— — 
j — — — 
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Silence ! ſilence! ſilence to or- 
der to order my lord---my lord 
---gentlemen ! to order a bumper ! 
gentlemen----a bumper gen tlemen 
my lord Ned Nimble gives--- 
May every dirty raſcal that inſults a 
gentleman meet with the ſame fate 
-—-(Omnis)----with all my heart 
huzza ! huzza ! huzza—— 


Silence! gentlemen to order, 
for ſhame-—my lord have you 
ſeen any thing of Nick Flagon, to 
day ?-—-Where is the raſcal ?----I 
wonder of all men he ſhould: be 


abſent 0] d him, I ſuppoſe 


ne is got into ſome ihe fired ſcrape 


; or other. £4.10 


(Omnis) 
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(Omnis )----He's a prince of a fel- 
low---an excellent wit. ſays the beſt 
things—O ! by G—, huzza !---here 
he comes----talk of the devil and be 
OO FOOTE hal ha! ha! 


— ol ee in * devil's 
name is the matter with thy face ?— 
may the devil blaſt my eyes out if I 
know A d—n'd brimſtone, laſt 
night, with whom I wanted to be con- 
(armed; becauſe ſhe had got her bully 
with her, and ſome ſcoundrel had 
juſt given her half a guinea, dowſed 
curſed ſtinking mop, plump in my 
chaps ! and had the aſſurance to or- 
der me to be thrown headlong out 
of > window !----I made the beſ 
10M G 6 retreat 
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retreat I could and here I am !---. 


O! by — the worſe for 
all ma um 0919909 AG VB 

(Omnis ) No---no---no—-not a bit 
Nick—-—-we'll take a barrel of gun- 
potoder, and blow the bitches to bell ! 
Tome Nick---take a chair, and 
fit down be jolly, and never mind 
. theſe _ old i++ > 0 


Ne! t-—D Aen. 

eee to e if you 
| Ws ſe Sir Thomas Squirt, give your 
ſentiment To all true hearts and 
ound bottoms come, gentle men- 
to all true hearts and found bottoms 
--.-puſh about the bottle -Mr. de- 
puty, is the toaſt gone round ? 
ll! ll ee I vobni od 10 
98 Mr. 


- 


Mr. Nicholas Flagon- your ſen- 
timent.— . May Sir "Thomas Squart's 
bottom be as ſound as his heart is 
true. I en > pv 


- - 
* - v 
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Well We Nick Orate Nick! 
I told you we ſhould Wann. 
Fun when Hagen came - ; 

rgb 2101-01: Ati 
Gentlemen, e- gee 
tlemen Mr. deputy, ſee they are 
all bumpers. Sir Andrew B., 
your ſentiment. May the enemies 
of Old England never enjoy * 
nor claret. 11634 yn 118 
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Come, gentlemen, eee 
— VI. prefident Mr. prefdent-1— 8 
MA (omms) 
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(omnis) hear him! hear him! 
Mr. Samuel Frothy has baulked his 
glaſs.—---Weaitor ! Waitor | Waiter | 
- bring a: pint tumbler charge 
him a bumper----by G—, Mr. pre- 
ſident, he can't ſwallow it—-give him 
ſome ſalt and water pour it down 
him pour it down him —d— 
him, we'll ſwill the raſcal and bring 
him to his ſenſes. 
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ur. 8 your 
— lord? never mine ꝛcui- 
hine—lezz drink like devils---with 
all my heart my Jord=--huzza! 
huzza ! huzza here's d- nation 
ſeize the flincher-—-huzza ! huzza ! 
reep it up“ huzza,o. 
(Ungnd Mr. 
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Mr. preſident ! Mr. prefident-!--- 
filence !----filence !---to order---Sam. 
Flirt ſays we ought to keep to order, 
and go on with the regular toaſts---- 
(balf the company immediately cry) — 
ſend him to Coventry, for dictating 


to the preſident to Coventry] to 


Coventry! (the other half oppoſe it) 
no l- no !---no !---we ought to 
| keep to order-----to Coventry! to 
Coventry !---no !--no 1-—no !---Mr. 
. preſident! why don't you call. to 
order ?---filence ! gentlemen---filence ! 
gentlemen----(tbe whole calling all 
the while differently.)--To Coventry.! 
no Coventry i. to Coventry lx 
no Coventry l- no l n -n 


. * 
” * to 
% 
, * 1 
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to Coventry !----no !---no !---no 1— 
to Coventry! to Coventry no 1--- 
toſs him in a blanket l nO blarket! 
— a blanket !---no blanket !----a 
blanket !-—huzza !----a' blanket !---- 
to order !---to order !-----Mr. prefi- 
dent! for name! call to order 
filence ! ſlleunce! ſilence! dn 
you all together for a parcel of 
devils to order to order 
no blamket! — no blanket! a 
blanket Ano blanket —-(rbe oppo- 
ments riſing furioufly, and mar ſhalling 
according to their different opinions 
upon this weighty matter, continue the 
uproar. No blanket !---a blanker ! 
no blanket a blanket! Vw? 
1 Huzza ! en 
1 (The 
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(The vo BAK ETS, at ene deler- 
mined lunge, over ſettiug "the tables, 
bottles, and zlaſſes, full in the face of 
the BLANKETS, the latter are obliged 
to retreat in the utmoſt confuſion, and 


poor Sam. Flirt eſcapes a baſting, 


which would have laid bim up for a 


month, the miſerable vittim of their 
rage and di ge 
e Exeunt' en 
u ice > Ma Hod 
Now u, among the Choiee 
Spirits, is being Id Jolie 
merry. Such riots are revered, re- 
membered, and boaſted of, as the 
moſt honourable, the moſt exquiſite, 
and the moſt glotious Tpecies of felici- 
ty, that mortality can poſſtbly enjoy 
| ----Pray, 


— Pray, Mr. reader, if your de- 
licacy ſhould be ſhocked at this 
picture, or any other I may draw, 
let your, diſguſt and averſion light 
where they ought.—--As a faithful 
biographer, I am obliged to exhibit 
the actions and the FARE. of my 
HEROES. 8 


It is neceſſary, a young hunter 
ſhould, firſt of all, examine the na- 
ture of bogs and quickſands, in order 
to avoid them: otherwiſe; in the 
fury of the chace, he may be over- 
whelmed in filth and naſtineſs, 
and learn prudence by experience, 
when, alas! anne 
pent ! =; beg | K 


50, 
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diſlindtious, are a ſet. of 84D 


FELLOWS.-— They are always whin- 
ing, and repining -The world is a 
bad world a wicked world no- 
thing in it but wretchedneſs and mi- 
ſery 7 Therefore they, with wonder- 
ful ſanctity, negle& their duties in 
this life, in order to e for an- 
che. lo ni: 0 


0 f | r 1 

I remember ſeeing a brawny fel- 
low ſtanding with: his arms acroſs 
his ſhirt-ſleeves, which were the co- 


——— — — 
— n 
—— - 25 — o 
1 4 
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lour of a coalheaver's frock, were 
rolled above his elbows----he had on 
a leathern apron, tied round his 
waſte--his breeches, which feemed to 
be compoſed of greaſe and unde, 
were, for the want of good bracips, 
flipped' ſomewhat beneath his hips 


his ſtockings were about his heels, 


and his ſhoes unbuckled-—Hk& had a 
tankard of ale in his hand; which 
he kept there for a conſiderable 
time: ſwearing all the while, to a 
ſet of his companions; exactly like 
himſelf,” that there never would be 
any good doings in old England, fo 
long as bribery and corruption flou- 
riſhed in the land; and that honeſt 
men, like himſelf and his comrades, 
were forced to gain their bread by 
the ſweat of their brows.---- 

Now 


E 1891 3 


No, ſays he, if 1 were Ang, 1 
would quit thoſe finical macaroni 
ſcoundrels, and get among a ſet of 
honeſt blatkſmiths and braſs founders. 
.----WeA ſet the folks all to rights, 
I warrant yu. - Dun me. no 
flinching----no----no----no----by G 
hey What think*M', my ad 
N Here's confuſion ſeize all 
raſcals; s old ack — 


* 


[ was very much renal} with 
this unintelligible Jargon, but more 
wich the vile theſe ſeſlaws, byte, 

They ate called SLING-DISMALS./ 
g ni UL 25 Tr ; | bo 

Whether this epithet is derived 

from their ſlinging a a large hammer 


upon an anyil, | which is diſmal e- 
N nough; 


* 
33 
* 
o 
* 


wa ' . 
a << ky * Py i 


I will, with all due ſubmiſſion, leave 


it is an excellent Badge to fix upon 
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nough; or from their manner of 
ſpending, what amongſt them is 
called Saint Monday, drinking and 
talking politics, as deſcribed above, 


it to the learned to determine. All 
I mean by introducing the ſtory, is, 
that 1 think, either from the ſenſe 
of the phraſe, the ſound, or ſome- 
thing or other that tickles my ear, 


theſe cOMPLAINERS in ſociety, who, 
without the leaſt power to make 
things better than they are, will ever 
be endeavouring, 'by their canting 
_ mn to male them worſe. 


| There are many n of Aing- 
4 felt to be met with f in ſociety, 


Who 
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who ſeem to have no other buſinefs 
upon earth, but to plague you with 
their domeſtic grievances, the public 
errors, or the care which you ought 
to take 0 your poor ſouls, 


To enumerate a few of them, will 
be quire ſufficient to lead the reader 
into 7 e W of che reſt. 


1 


Whenever you obſerve a man fit- 
ting in the corner of a room, beat- 
ing the devil's tattoo; which is done 
by tabouring the heel, in a kind of 
quick convulfive motion, upon the 
floor; or with the fingers of the 
right hand, imitating a drum, vpon 
the table, to che great annoyance, 
200 ee of the company, 


you 
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you may be aſſured he 1s a ſſing and 
that. he is poſſeſſed, with the horrors, 


and the Hue devils, in a very high 


Enquire into the character of ſuch 
a being, and you will find him, ei- 
ther an unfortunate Projefor, a fee- 
ble politician, | a furious patriot, a 
diſcarded ſycophant, a broken gam- 
bler, a forſaken, lover, a vile fanatic, 
or an idle-headed, ſtupid, fooliſh fel- 
low, who has brought himſelf, and 
perhaps his family; into poverty and 
contempt, by his extravagance ; and 
a ſupine, dozing kind of indolence, 
which lulls him and his faculties to- 
tally. to fleep——while with a little in- 
dyſry and PETIA he might re- 


1 cover 
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cover his affairs, and live as happy 
as any man in England. 


Sometimes, indeed, the really un- 
fortunate, and diſtreſſed, appear like 
ſlings z but it is eaſy to diſcern the 
difference between the lazy, drowzy, 
lownging, querulous deportment of 
the latter, and the ſilent, forlorn, 
buſy, half - concealed diſtraction of 
the unhappy. 


Thoſe, who, after having uſed 
every effort to ſtem the baleful tor- 
rent of misfortune, are, notwith- 
ſtanding, plunged into inevitable 
ruin, will endeavour, when they mix 
in company, to conceal the ſtate of 
their affairs; to brighten up their 
miſery, and forget it for a time :----- 
Vor. 1 A but 


L a6 J 
but the ing diſmals, upoſ ſuch 
occaſions, if they can ſhake off 
the Herrera, are loud in their own 


praiſe, and virulent in the condem- 
nation of providence, their evil ftars, 
and the perfidy and ingratitude of 
ma kind, who can, with ſo much 
indifference, ſmile at their diſaſters, 
and pay not the leaſt regard to their 
merit and capacity. 


— Pray, heav'ns! this ſentiment 
may not come home to myſelf at 
laſt. 


Let us caſt a ſhade over it, for 
the preſent, however, or we ſhall ne- 
ver be able to proceed. — 
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O much for my jolly fellwsgnd 

my ſad fellows; alias SLING- 
' DISMALS :----now for my third, and 
laſt diſtinction. 


I was told, yeſterday, by a pro- 
found philoſopher, and a critic, that 
every production of genius, which 
might expect to be handed down to 
poſterity, ſhould have a beginning, a 
middle, and an end Therefore, you 
will be pleaſed ro take notice, how 
cleverly I am availing myſelf of this 
intelligence; and how defirous I am, 

H 2 that 
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that your ſons, and your daughters, 
nay, your grandſons, and grand- 
daughters, ſhould peruſe theſe my 

works----Fer by placing my jolly fel- 
| lows in the beginninr, my fl.ng-diſmals 
in the middle, and my next fellows 
(tor whom I have not yet thought 
of a name) in the rear, we ſhall be 
ſure to proceed according to the ex- 
act rules of criticiſm ; — and, what 
is more deſirable, we ſhall avoid the 
curſed /quibs and back-rappers, which 
are miſchievouſly flung aſter thoſe 
who preſume to ſoar above. ſuch 
noiſy meteors, and who are raſh e- 
nough not to pay the leaſt regard to 
the aforeſaid important points. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding all the irony an! 
ridicule, which have been, indifcrt- 
minately, thrown, not only upon the 
vices and follies of mankind, but 
upon human nature itſelf; yet it is 
evident, that the mind is capable of 
acquiring aſtoniſhing perfections, by 
thoſe who correct the prejudices of 
education, and make uſe of all the 
reaſon, which the Dz1Ty has thought 
fit to beſtow upon them, unbiaſſed 
by cuſtom. or habit, in ſearching 
boldly into the nature and true ſtate 
of their exiſtence----but for the pur- 
poſe, ox L y, of acting properly in it. 


This, our third, and laſt method 
of ſubduing the ills of this life, will 
H 3 certainly 
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certainly be rational; and ex remely 
conducive towards accompliſhing the 
end propoſed.-—- | 


Here is a fund of amuſement, ſaf- 
ficient to engage the affections; and 
make life agreeable, and happy.---- 
We ſhall find no occaſion, under this 
procedure, to have recourſe to the 
Jolly feliows for enjoy ments, nor to 
the fling-diſmals for comfort; — but, 
paſſing on without the aid of either, 
we may laugh at, and pity the folly 
of both; — and enjoy that ſerene, 
ſpotleſs, even, uninterrupted courſe 
of felicity, which is diſcoverable only 
among the vIRTVOus and the GOOD. 


1 } 
CHAT XVI 


Sometimes perceive in myſelf, a 

I willingneſs to check this tenden- 
ey of falling into religious matters, 
as ſubjects of too grave a texture for 
a Trifler ; but, when upon mature 
reflection, I cannot but own, that 
our happineſs, even in chis life, de- 
pends fo much upon the ſerious con- 
ſideration of the ſtate we are placed 
in, I hope the pious reader will look 
upon the attempt, as an affair of too 
much conſequence to be truſted ſole- 
ly to the management of the Elea, 
and that, in this cafe, what is one 
H 4 man's 


„ 
man's concern, is certainly every Bo- 


dy's bufineſs. 


What I would wiſh to have under- 
ſtood by the prejudices of education, 
mentioned in the laſt chapter, are 
only ſuch methods which are made 
uſe of by pedagogues and paſtors, to 
teach the young mind to tremble at,. 
and avoid, the very thought of the 
Dz1ty, whois conſidered as a venge- 
| ful power, that. puniſhes the weak- 
neſs of nature, with the rigour of a 
dreadful tyrant ; ; while the examina-, 
tion of his works, diſcover him all- 
amiable, and lovely to behold. 


11 is evident, that thoſe who. place 
all their merit, in the punctual ob- 
ſervance 


on” Bt 

ſervance of particular rites. and cere- 
monies, too tedious and trifling to 
enumerate, have a very imperfect 
idea of the Gop they ſerve.— Ie is 
a mixture of- they know not what: 
—a fearful and tremendous power, 
with a rod, and a cat o'nine tails, 
ready to flagellate, to burn, to ſuffo- 
cate, and deſtroy. 


It is certain, that the bulk of your 
regular and conſtant devotees 
pray, and figh, and ſob-----but it is 
all wind, which goeth where it liſt- 
eth, and is never heard of after- 
wards. They ſpeak the words of 
the Lord, but caſt a ſhade over his 
precepts ;. and believe they are very 
deyout, when, at the ſame time, they 
H 5 do 
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do not, in reality, trouble their heads 
about the matter. 


As to the reſt, who enter heartily 
into the affair, the poor creatures are 
filled with ſack terrible apprehen- 
ſions, that they become fit for no- 
thing it this world; and, there for, 
they oſten take themſelves out of it 
in a very detent and engaging manner. 


In the next place, what I mean by 

a man's making nſ- of the reaſon 
which the DPrir v has thought pro- 
per to beſtow upon him, in ſearch- 
ing boldly into the nature and true 
ſtate of his exiſtence, is nothing 
more, than, by examining the earth, 
and the production of it; together 
| with 


11 


with the planets, &c. he will be con- 
vinced that there is a Gop, whom 
he ought to adore ; and a very little 
inſpection will prove to him, that he 
owes particular duties to ſociety, 
which, if he fails in, he forfeits the 
protection of his creator. 


Now this is the Law AND THE 
PROPHETS.----T here needs no myſte- 


ries, to perplex, or enforce our duty. 


one man's faithful ſervices, from 


ſelf-conviction, are worth a hundred 
and fifty thouſand ſlaviſh rites and 
ceremonies, which are neither un- 
derſtood, nor inwardly | revered ;-—- 
but, like the mock ſhows, and mi- 
mic majeſty, of a lord-mayor's day, 

| H 6 arc 
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are executed without emotion, or 
ſecretly laughed at and deſpiſed. | 


Let the ſanctifſied mortals, who 
make a cloak cf religion, and their 
ſtrict compliance with the rituals of 
the church, in order the better to 
impoſe upon the credulity of man- 
kind, anſwer for theſe reflections: 
Wherein, I only mean to pay my 
devoirs to the rectitude of the heart, 
diveſted of every other confi deration. 
— But, perchance, ſhould certain 


flins-difi nats, preſume to charge me 


wit a vicious inclination, to aboliſh 


all order and diſtin&tion 1 in the land, 


I defire of you, gentle reader, That 


you w'll inform theſe pious promo- 
ters of 1inſel * geld. ſringe, which 
they 
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they make uſe of, to cover a multi- 
tude of ſins, that I honour my coun- 
try, her laws, and religion but 
that I would not have the meer for- 
malities and parade of devotion, paſs 
tor true zeal and genuine virtues 
and that, from henceforth, we are 
determined to proye every man's 
faith by his adtions only. 


F i158: ]; 
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J-- E perfections of the human 
mind, have been carried to 
an amazing height, by thoſe genuine 
philoſophers, who have made the 
exiſtence of a DzrTy, a ſettled prin- 
ciple in their reſearches ; and have 
built upon this ſtaple foundation, all 
their fine, and dilectable ſyſtems, , 
which, whether true or falſe, are the 
rational amuſements of the recluſe, . 
and ſhew to what a wonderful ſtretch - 
of power and glory, the exquiſite - 
imagination of a ſound moraliſt will 

expand, | 
On 
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On the other hand, it is lament- 


able to behold, what mighty errors, 
and abſurdities, thoſe wretched phi- 
toſophers have ſplit upon, who, from 
a ridiculous defire, only, to be fingu-- 
lar, and to ſurprize their fellow crea- 
tures, have vainly, and wickedly at- 
tempted to impoſe upon themſelves, | 
and their followers, by caſting off the 
remoteſt idea of a Goputan, and, 
impudently, preſuming to give the 
he to their moſt blunted ſenſes. 


Theſe deteſted Sling- diſmali, with 
the help of a little ſophiſtry, and 
ſome ſeeming plauſibility in their 
arguments, have had the audacity to 
inſmuate, that the aſtoniſhing, and 

regular 
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regular ſtructure of the univerſe, 
with its appendages ; as well as the 
admirable, and minute diſtribution 
of the ſeveral powers that compoſe 
the ha man frame, might have ori- 
ginated in meer CHANCE ; without 
the interpoſition of an omnipotent 
Finsr Cavse, to ſet them, or con- 
tinue them in motion. 


1 Whether the mind of man, from 
a rational purſuit of virtue, arrives 
to a ſtupendous ſummit of perfec- 
tion, or, on the contrary, from an 
obliquity in its determinations, falls 
into. a dreadful abyſs of folly and 
preſumprion, the , caſe is the ſame, 
with reſpect to the dignity of human 

nature, * I would wiſh, to aſ- 
ſert z 
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ſert ; and which diſcovers itſelf, not 
only among the vaſt variety of im- 
provements, made in the ſeveral 
branches of literature, eſpecially a- 
ſtronomy; but, even, in the wit, and 
vivacity, obſervable in the works of 
thoſe unhappy creatures, who, in- 
fluenced by the common plague of 
propagating novelties, make a vile 
uſe of their talents; but who, at the 
ſame time, ſtand as melancholy in- 
ſtances, proving the faculties of man, 
capable, upon a proper foundation, 

of carrying him to an aſtoniſhing 
degree of elevation. 


4 6 
c HAP. XVII. 


Cannot help laughing at thoſe 
Satiriſls, who, after having 
ſcourged the vices and follies of 
mankind, fall, horribly, upon human 
nature itſelf. What fignifies blam- 
ing a wretched being, for crimes and 
miſdemeanors, which, according to 
theſe gentlemen, are the neceſſary 
conſequences of the very principles 
of his conſtruction; and which muſt 
inevitably prevent him from being 
a bit better than a brute? 


It 
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It may be well indeed, frequently 
to put us in mind that we are mor- 
tal very periſhable - and that the 
extent of all our knowledge, is no- 
ching in compariſon with the idea 
we may acquire of the Divine attri- 
bates : but, though this is extreme - 
ly proper, when enforced in order to 
check our vanity, yet it is diſguſtful, 
and obſcene, when produced for no 
other purpoſe than to debaſe the 
human intellect; and caufe us to be 
more groveling, and degenerate, than 
we are apt to make ourſelves. 


The very reaſon for ſatiriſing the 
actions of man, amounts to nothing 
more, than a tacit acknowledge- 

ment, 
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ment, that he is capable of ſome- 
thing praiſeworthy, or great and no- 
ble in his deportment,---- 


Would you whip the Horſe be- 
cauſe hz cannot ſpzak ?----or ſcourge 
the A becauſe it is impoſſible he 
ſhould ever be fit for any thing but 
to carry burthens ? . 


I am afraid indeed, it is but too 
true, that we are not quite ſo ſub- 
lime, in our natures, as a great genius 
(who is himſclf a glorious inſtance 
of the ſtrength and perfection of the 
human faculties} would have us. 


% , 
= 


There is hardly any thing ſo per- 
fect under the ſun, or a being ſo 
exalted, 


1 

exalted, as to be virtuous meerly for 
virtue's ſake ; without any collateral 
motive.----Either he is too proud to 
do a mean action; or too fearful, 
from a juſt apprehenſion of the 
Derry, to diſobey him. His in- 
tereſt prompts him to be good, &c. 
— But ſtill this is virtur; and all 
that the human race can aſpire to. 


The common method among 
moraliſts (except that great man 
© whom virtue could pleaſe by her 
native dignity”) of ſubduing one 
vice by another, is very neceſſary to 
enforce, at leaſt among the generality 
of mankind, who are too much en- 
gaged in the world to be affected by 
the refined ſpeculations, of a pro- 

found, 
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found, and an immaculate philo- 


ſopher. 


I am exceedingly apprehenſive, 
we ſhall always be obliged to have 
recourſe to the ſtale maxim, of abo- 
liſhing meanneſs, envy, jealouſy, 
cowardice, and a long train of im- 
perfections by PRI DE. 


Say that this pride is a virtue 
but ſtill it is pride and not chat 
abſtracted, ſpotleſs, precious jewel, 
which ſhines from its own luſtre ; 

and, like the ſun, caſts a brilliancy 
_ on all around, without any borrowed 
rays to keep its powers in motion. 


1 
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We muſt ſet the paſſions at war, 
in order to produce a character 
and if you would launch out of the 
common herd of thoſe drowſy fel- 
lows, who may ſcarcely be ſaid to 
breathe away their exiſtence, it is 
neceſſary, that this pride, or emula- 
tion, like a Dri/l-Sergeant, ſhould 
exerciſe the affections in ſuch a man- 
ner, that courage, fear, rage, Pity, 
joy, grief, &c. may be brought, by 
ſtrict and ſevere diſcipline, to act as 
antidotes----the one urging, reſtrain- 
ing, inflaming, and ſoftening the : 
other, until, by a proper mixture of 
the whole, you produce - the accom- 
Pliſbed man---fit to be a king, a coun- 
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ſel'or, a warrier, a Ons or a 
FRIEND.— 


You muſt make a modeſt creature 
think himſelf of conſequence, before 
he will attempt great actions; or be 
of any uſe to ſociety.----You muſt 
treat him, for inſtance, as a judicious 
mother does her darling ſon, who, 
after having carefully obſerved him 
guilty-of many filthy tricks, too te- 
dious, in this place, to deſcribe, ſhe 
tells him that he is a Man--—bids 
him hold up his head, and act like 
a gentleman upon which the little 
fellow ſtruts and looks fierce—--and 
will not ſuffer the economy of his 
breeches to be diſturbed for t or 
three days together. 


There 
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There is a great deal of manago- 
ment neceflary in theſe affairs - but 
we will quit them for the preſent; 
and go on, proving by facts, that 
the mind of man has perfections in 
it, worthy to be noticed, and drawn 
forth, for the inſpection, and amend- 

ment, of all ſceptics whatſoever. 
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in order the better to catch the at- 
tention of thoſe, who, to my great 
ſorrow, and the diſcomfiture of abler 


pens, will not ſuffer themſelves to 
v be 


Mus beg the: teaders pa- 
A. tience: for a little time during 


which I deſire leave to be ſerious, 


and, for the honour of my ſpecies, 
exhibit ſome excellent qualities in 
human nature; which are only 
obſcured by a raſcally ſet of frail- 
ties, inadvertencies, overſights, and 
follies; that I intend, for the fu- 
ture, to laugh at, and ſport with; 


k 1) 
be preached to; nor bear the lighteſt 
touch, of a medical hand, upon their 
ſore places, but what tickles, and is 
applied under the article of amuſe- 
den | * 128 
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There is ſome one good quality in 
almoſt every man, that diſtinguiſhes 


his character; and which, if he 5 


would not ſuffer to lie dormant, but 
puſh it into action, would be TOY _ 
me ah to as uo Ty 
10 001 2» to 714 
The cop ſhall bels a good 
neſs of heart, that ſhall make thie 
witty, and fatirical figh.—You may 
obſerve a probity in a clown, that 
., would do honour to a king. And 1 
" have known a groſs, abrupt, igno- 
12 rant 
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rant fellow, to be moved by a com- 
paſſion for the diitrefſed, who have, 
accidentally, fallen under his protec+ 
tion, that would be a feather in the 
cap of the moſt ſublime moraliſt, to 
create in the breaſt of his _ 
ttt senses + 
The Ds io W „ like vince 
of a vegetable, ſeem to be planted in 
us by nature, upon a filthy, degene- 
rate ſoil; which throws up, with the 
ſhoots of the genuine plant, a multi- 
plicity of weeds, that are too apt to 
choke, . and overſhadow their bct- 
ters. 
- Look, at 2 gay fluttcring fop--- 
when his affections, which, perhaps, 
vere never moved before, are caught 


Poa by 
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by a dreadful ſcene of calamity.----- 
Obſerve how his little heart beats tu 
the tune of ſorrow how the plumes 
wither upon his forchead. and lib 
his delicate perſon - his embroidered 
coat -— his lady's ſilken tinſelled 
waiſtcoat---— and his own” dearer, 
painted, ſattin drawers (thoſe ene- 
mies to thought and reflection) all, 
all combine in ſincere, and honeſt 
wiſhes, to relieve the wretched * 
jects before them. 


Who then can blame nature ?---- 
Why are not her glorious emotions 
cultivated and always kept in view? 
She has done her part—--It is your 
fault if you forget her---And it ſhall 
be mine too, if 1 do not, with an alert 
I 3 and 
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and a merry rod, whip thoſe baubles, 
trinkets, and. trifles, that ſtand in her 
way, and moſt amazingly prevent 
her tan 2 iu 
FS | 152 £2143 21d 
ty Take ami of a whole company 
of rogues, whom you know, in thæir 
dealings, to be ſuch- what real; 
though tranſitory indignation, Will 
ariſe in their breaſts, at the ſudden 
diſcovery of à piece of - knavery, 
which does not affect themſelyv esd 


What pains then muſt; it colt a 
man, to make himſelf a villain, when 
honeſty appeats to him in ſo amia- 
ble a light, that while his acquired 
and falſe appetites are aſleep, he 
ſhudders' Mi (he: x meer idea of thoſe 


bus crimes 


[ s 
crimes which he daily commits, and 
which nature NOS to er 
bat in van „ MACE N 


Obſerve a find aſſembly of dif- 
ferent characters, where the effects 
of liquor have taken off the diſ- 
guiſe, and nature operates without 
teſtraint. What noble ſentiments 
will appear among the thoughtleſs, 
the giddy, and the abandoned! 
How will they glory, and ſwagger | 
in the delights of benevolence ! and 
boaſt of their unalterable deter- 
mination to take the univerſe under 
their protection, and chaſe every 
mean, and villanous principle from 
the face of the earth—— 


ies 14 Inſpired 


. 


Inſpired by the juice of the grape, 
the miſer ſhall appear generous to 
mankind, and the miſanibrepe * 
n of his ws 0 

The vile 88 indeed ah 
ſmiling; deſpicable villain) who keeps 
on the diſguiſe while ſober, when 
drunk ſhall throw it off----and, by 
his inſolence and ill manners, diſ- 
cover to ſociety, that rectitude and 
honour are implanted in us by na- 
ture; but that, by acquired crimes, 
and vicious determinations, this de- 
teſted wretch becomes a diſgrace to 
the communi gg. 


: 
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How gentle, how ſoft and deli- 
cate are the Fair! Heaven ſeems 
to be confined within their breaſts; 
and all the virtues encloſ:4 about 
their hearts ! —What has nature done 
here? Why do they ſhudder at the 
infinuation of a fault, and fall into 
hyſterics at the death of a fly ?— 
Oh! nature—thou ſupreme goddeſs 
—to thee I will bend—and own this 
—this is thy great work! — Pur 
what ſhall we fay to the perverſe 
qualities which are infuſed, by cuſ- 
tom and falſe habits, 'into theſe an- 
gelic creatures? — Why do they 
ſcold ? — How can they frown !— 
pſhaw—ſay no more. 

| $948, I 5 Love! 
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Love but it is impoſſible to 
paint thy powers over the human 
breaſt; or to admire ſuſficiently the 
ineffable \GooDNEss.. of the great 
Gop that made us, who could ſo 
forcibly indicate (if we may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion) his extatic de- 
ligbts in the ſocial virtues, — 


Why does the foul fly out at the 
fight of the beloved object? —whence 
comes all thoſe fears tor its ſafety ? 
and how are we to account for 
che myſterious raptures, when the 
lifeblood dances on the verge of ex- 
pi ration | 


8 ne 
, HY 
A 
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Theſe violent emotions, wherein 
the affections are hurried into en- 
joyments, beyond the limits of re- 
ſtraint, appear, in my humble opi- 
nion, emblematical of thoſe unutter- 
able - tranſports, which are in ſtore 
for us, and which we ſhall receive, 
without the perplexing conſequences 
in ſuch caſes uſually annexed to all 
mn MEA 


The aal who delights himſelf, 
ſo extravagantly, in the contempla- 
tion of a butterfly, might, with the 
fame powers and application, place 
his affections upon more uſeful ſtu- 
dies, er e ſomewhat beneficial 
I 16 Nature 
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Nature is ever urging us to ſome 
point, in order to. diſtinguiſh our 


| | faculties — though, trom ill taſte, 


wrong judgement, or bad inchna- 
tions, we. frequently miſs it and 
vainly wander among the dregs of 
ſcience, the baubles of faſhion, the 
irkſome fooleries of diſñpation; or 
the dieadtul, tyranny of crimes too 
a2ominable to enumerate... 
it ig Wende 
The polite and gay, who ſeem to 
think of nothing but how-to; kill 
time, diſtinguiſh their, falſe nations 
of rectitude, by /patding. a man, as a 
frenchman would a frog, who ſhould 
dare to inſinuate, they are not men 
of firi# bonour : and not wichſtand- 
ing our fine gentlemen, make 2 joke 


t of 


Tt, 3 
of religion and virtue, and are ge- 
nerally incapable of producing one 
worthy action during the whole 
courſe of their lives, yet they will 
not ſuffer the lie to be given them 
by a monarch, without reſenting the 
indignity at the riſk of their lives. 


There is a ſomething here, but it is 
a ſtrange ſometh ing, which diſcovers 
the univerſal adoration; paid, by all 
degrees of animals (even the moſt 
pernicious and contemptible) to the 
perfections of human nature : and 
altho' the principal part of mankind 
loſe the way to theſe divine accom- 
pliſhments, yet all would willingly 
be thought to be right, while none 
will ſuffer chemſelves ta be directed. 
2 In 


0 182 J 


Ia ſhort, were the inhabitants of 
the whole earth to be brought to- 
gether, and could the eye of a judge 
extend its penetration ſo far, as to 
examine into their principles, and 
opinions; it is evident, from the a- 
bove imperfect ſketches, and, eſ- 
pecially from every man's own ob- 
ſervation, that they would, not only 
all endeavour to conceal their crimes, 
but, with one voice, loudly and 
ſincerely ſiag the praiſes of virtue, 
in oppoſition to the allurements of 
vice; and ſcorn the very name of 
a ſin, which they have been guilty 
of during the whole courſe of their 
Res.... tit e 
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—Thns the dignity of human na- 
ture, which every individual has the 
power, in his own perſon and con- 
duct, to maintain, againſt the whole 
crew of cavillers, receives the unani- 
mous conſent of mankind, 
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N order to bring the moral of 
theſe obſervations, upon the dig- 
nity of human nature, home to our- 
ſelves; and to make mankind eaſy 
and happy In their ſituation; as well 
as to expoſe the folly and preſump- 


tion of thoſe wretched finz-diſmals,, 


who impudently affect to charge 
their own. blunders and abſurdities 
upon the Derry ; ſuppoſe we raiſe 
a Cynic, by the inconteſtable powers: 
of fancy, ſo far above the atmoſphere 
of the world he deſpiſeth, that he 
may be able to obſerve its. motions, 
| and 
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and give a full ſwing to his divine 

223 * bye | man- 
dic the! midſt of: an m0 Pry 
ſhine,” he will behold: the earth, as 
a ball, involved in its vapours, juſt 
like the appearance of a | populous 
town, covered with its ſmoke; 
which, at a diſtance, very much re- 
fembles- the thick clouds that, in 
rainy weather, overſhadow. the: face 
eu 621 aeg 13 d 
ian 019 nod +ntialidns 
A e like the ſtupid Gerhard, 
gaze with aſtoniſnment at the phe- 
nom non; and wonder how eit is 
poſſible-for living creatures to abide 
in ſuch a gloomy, diſmal, and an 
offenlive region. — But, at the ſame 
| time, 
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time, he amuſes himſelf with theſe, 
or Ach like exquiſite reflections, he 
will forget that we were, by nature, 
formed for the ſpot we-exiſt in-—that 
we could not, poſealy,\exifiany where 
elſe that in the midft of the moſt 
dreadful fogs and damps, we have 
res to chaſe them away; and to 
comfort ourſelves withal that we 
have employments, and entertain- 
ments, ſuited to our condition that 
we can purſue the joyful chace, and 
exhilarating bottle, with moderation 
of Gon; and ſport with the incle- 
mencies of the moſt barren, and in · 
ſipid ſeaſons of the year. 
Ru bas fermiih vero n ut ni 
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That, in the midſt of all our 
ſeeming filth and naſtineſs, which 
terriſies this exalted ſpectator, we 
frequently enjoy a ſerene atmoſphere, 
and a clear ſky—at- which times we 
can dance, and ſkip, laugh, and 
Gng — and make merry with our 
nic —-Who, we will ſuppoſe; by this 

ime, is tortured to death with the 
who, like a fiſh out of water, is c- 
piring at every gaſp-- and unleſs, by 
an unmerited ſtretch of our benevo- 
lence, we ſhould condeſcend to pull 
down this luckleſs adventurer, into 
the place which was allotted to him; 
we ſhall have the painful opportu- 
nity, 
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nity, of beholding him wither, dry, 
bake, burn, ſtarve, ſhrink, and di- 
miniſh ; until, by the expreſs laws 
of gravity, in theſe caſes amply. pro- 
vided; for, he tumbles upon the 
| earth, from whence he came—-a bag 
of ſplinters a raw bead and bloody 
bones—a Will with a whifſp----a Jack 
in a lanthorn-—fit only to frighten 
women and children - or to be 
thrown, with his accompaniments, 
into ſome remote charnel- bauſe, as 
the deſpicable. relicts 1 MADMAN 
and a FOOL. 
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Have been thinking, that there 

is ſomething very whimſical, and 
ridiculous, in the ſituation of an Au- 
thor. He appears chargeable with 
pride, in an amazing degree, for 
preſuming to dictate to thoſe, who, 
perhaps, may be much better and 
wiſer than himſelf. He ſeems, like- 
wiſe, to draw himſelf into a diſagree- 
able predicament, with reſpect to the 
conduct of his own life. For it 
would appear extremely odd, to find 
the Author acting like a fool and a 


pe while he is laſhing the 
follies 


1 
follies and vices of his cotempo- 
raries.. 


Now this is a matter I would wiſkr 
to ſettle with my readers, before l 
proceed any farther | in this buſineſs 
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As it is impofmible for a man to 
act ſo perfectly as he can think 
the cool deliberations of the head, 
being of a different ſpecies from the 
inflamed emotions of the heart, we 
muſt endeavour to fer the man and 
his writings, or at leaſt the title of 
chem, at a proper diſtance from each 
other: We muſt conſider them as 
two diſtinct perſonages: And while 
you are reading the Tarrrxx, I 
muſt beg of you to underſtand him 
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as 
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as an inhabitant of the moon; with 
whom I have nothing more ta do, 
than to correct him if he ſfiou d pre- 
_ tend to diſturb the public peace, or 
blaſpheme the Drirr. 


* 12 


As to any thing elſe, let him affect 
to be ever fo wile; or as fond of him - 
ſelf as he pleaſes, it is nothing to 
me. Let him talk of taverns, and 
lords, and dukes, and routs, and drums, 
and burricazes-----of flying through 
the regions of the air diſputing 
with the gods, or kiſſing the goddef- 
ſes .it is not to be ſuppoſed that I, 
who am a heavy fat fellow, could ac. 
— aia e ere as 

theſbdo: 1 tor 1 
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Tis true, this Trier hath; as 
were, taken poſſeſhon of my body: 
for you perceive I ſpeak: of him, or 
for him, in my own perſon ;—yet 
very few of his actions would, upon 
examination, bear an exact reſem- 
blance to mine; although there 
might be ſomething of a ukeneſs 1 in 
* af them. ie Try. 
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4 «I if this diſtinction ſhould 
be thought ſomewhat ſophiſtical, and 
my readers will not admit of it, 
_— . to a n 6 


17 
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able for every part of his conduct, 
| excepting, only, when he gets upon 

2 his 


Fd 
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his hobby-horſe, and © begs leave ta 
be facetious,” or talks of laſhing the 
follies of the age © with an alert, and 
a merry rod;” or when he appears 
proud and ſaucy ; and ſwaggers and 
bullies like a bumbailiff. In theſe 
caſes I declare I will not acknow- 
ledge him—and as he is rather in- 
clined to fancy himſelf a fine fellow, 
upon many occafions, I hope the in- 
dignant reader will bear with his 
infirmity.” 


C H A P. XXI. 


T has. been frequently urged, 

with much exultation, that the 
ſeribblers who raiſe ſuch a clamour 
againſt the profligateneſs, and de- 
generacy of the preſent times, act 
inconſiſtently, and without the leaſt 
knowledge of the ſtate of mankind, 
from time immemorial to the pre- 


ſent æra. 


There are deciſive gentlemen, who 
ſettle matters by the lump: who 


aſſert, poſitively, that though the 
manners 
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manners and cuſtoms of a country 
may vary - at different periods, yet 
men being at all times compoſed of 
the fame materials, their vices wilt 
ever be equally Ae 


From hence they decide a uation 
which I think would do very well 
for the Robin-hood Society----viz— 
Whether the writers, in all ages, up- 
on the profligateneſs of manners, - 
have not been of any ſervice to the 
world ? 


I ſhould not think this matter, which 
with me will hardly bear an argu- 
ment, of any confequence to that il- S 
Juſtrious body, were it not for the , | 

K 2 _ pofitive | 
| 
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politive determination of certain dog- 
matiſts, againſt che efforts of the 
Penj;->-For, to the great comfort and 
 apafaction of. the; abandoned, they 


to improre in virtue; and, in a 
tog encourage us in our vices, they 
tell us, that the moſt famous among 
the. ancients, whoſe writings. have 
filled the world with, their renown, 
were, in their own. perſons and con- 
duct, actuated by ihe moſt ſordid of 


the human paſſions. 


Speciouſueſs, and plauſibility, have 
a vaſt eftecl in controverly, : and ren» 
——— pſig Wnt 
cfinic. 10h 11 2194 * G nein 
en 8 A1 As 
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As I am always ready to ſhifr 
any thing, that carries the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a diſpute, from my own 
ſhoulders, upon thoſe of other peo- 
ple, and few are unwilling to un- 
dertake ſuch a taſk, 1 will beg leave 
to propoſe two more queſtions upon 
this occaſion, the determination of 
which will, I apprehend, ſet this af- 
fair in a clear light, and put an end 
to all farther cavilling about it.--— 


1. Whether ſuch deceitful argu- 
ments, as palpably tend to, leſſen the 
reputation of ethics, may not debaſe 


the morals of mankind, and render 
the bad fill worſe ?---- 


K 3 2. Whether 
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2. Whether the writers of ſuch 
deluſive arguments, do not deſerve 
the PILLORY ? 
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RUTH is individual, un- 

changeable always the ſelt⸗ 
ſame, identical, peerleſs datnfel; 
{16 ine, Offi 286M! 

Yet what a fuſs there is about 

her !----What pranks does ſhe not 
play !----Into what lurking holes and 
corners, does ſhe not oftentimes 
creep, in order to elude our te- 
ſearches !-—- 


Controverſy appears to me like a 
match at hide and ſceł. While the 
K 4 diſputants 
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diſputants are ſcampering after 
Turn, ſhe wi eh all the eaſe ima- 
ginable, keeps out of ſight. Her 
ſucceſs is not ſo much owing to her 
. own activity or intention, as to the 
blind, furious, and ridiculous ef- 
forts of her purſuers; who, inſtcad 
of endeavouring to ſhare in her 
embraces, ſhe having beauty and 
fire enough to ſatisfy the univerſe, 
are continually. kicking up one an- 
other's heels,----Thus the young 
woman, who probably might not 
be a match for all of them, were 
they unanimous in their attempts to 
lay hold of her, yet, in conſequence 
oſ their jealouſy and juſtlings, and 
the tricks, deceits, and violence they 

make 
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make uſe of, ſome running this 
way, and ſome running that way, to 
knock down the happy man, who 
ſeems to be the neareſt to her, ſhe 
wantons at a diſtance, without being 
under the neceſſity of making à ſin- 
gle ſhuffle to keep out of the way. 


The motive of the contention, 
ſeems not to be ſa much x deſire of 
enjoying the lady in common,” as to 
prevent any individual from revel- 
ling in her charms. Therefore it is 


no wonder that this pretty laſs, who _ 
is not over ſhy, but naturally laviſh 
of her favours, ſhould meet with fo 
little pleaſure and — an 
her admirers, & Athol 


It 
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- It would be curious enough to ob- 
ſerve in what manner ſhe eludes the 
embraces of her pretended devotees, 
and the tricks they oftentimes play 
with her when eee fond and 
amorous. | 


While the melaphyficians are grop- 
ing in the dark, poring over groſs 
matter, which s; all they can be in 
any wiſe poſitive about; yet fancy- 
ing they are treating of immaterial 
beings, of angels and miniſters of 
heaven; our aſpiring goddeſs flies 
in an inſtant into the realms above, 
where ſhe is totally excluded from 
their ſight, and nothing but confu- 
| lion, 


3 
fion, uncertainty, cavilling, and diſ- 
appointments, are the reward of their 
labour. 


On the other hand, while the pro- 
found T heologiſts are ſcampering over 
a vaſt and extenſive plain, tumbling 
headlong into bogs and quagmires, 
ſweating, and puffing, and ſtrug- 
gling, with all their might and main, 
to get a fight of her, behold our 
nymph, that unerring guide to hap- 
pineſs, ſtanding like a finger-poſt, 
upon the moſt conſpicuous part of 
the plain, direfting the common 
paflengers to the ely/ium of eternity, 
to bliſs, felicity, and their Gop. 4 
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This whimſical [OY ata to 
make herſelf extremely merry with 
the aſtronomers ; who although they 
ar2 great favourites with her, yet ſhe 
does not treat them with ti e civility 
and reſpect they deſerve; for after 
having led them a tremendous dance 
among the planets, diſcovering. to 
them, as they go, the wonderful 
works of heaven, in the. regular 
motion of the ſpheres, ſhe drops 
them, in the midſt of her inſtruc- 
tions, and leaves them, upon the 
confines of myriads of unknown 
worlds, bewildered, aſton iſhed, and 
confoundet ! 


While 


90 | „ ice 2271: 10; Huuen 
While the logicians, the politicians, 
and the maziciens ; together with the 
whole crew. of, thoſe grave; plod- 
ing, ſedate, ſyſtematical, determined 
rea ſoners upon, ſelftevident princi- 
ples, wreſt matters ſo, far from their 
plain and genuine meaning, and bar- 
ricade themſelves up ſo ſtrongly with 
their learned deductions ; and ſtalk 
along in a regular, aukward, and 
clumſy gait, kicking up the moſt 
confounded duſt that ever was be- 
held; TRxurn preſents herſelf, full 
in their front at every ſtep they take, 
yet cannot they, for the life of them, 
lee her, nor once feel the hegeſit of 
her company, during che hole 
5 7 courſe 
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courſe of their en, and . 
able A" : 


In the courts of law, this fayourite 
of the ' virtuous,” ſtands like juſtice 
with a pair of ſcales,” ſmiling at the 
wranglers below. While they are 
quibbling about a parcel of infigni- 
ficant terms, in order to conceal her 
from their view, the ſtares in thoſe 
faces which ſhe cannot 'abaſh;/'and 
ſtrives to be enjoyed, but in vain ! 
Of all men the ſeems to deal the 
moſt unfairly by the ' phyſicians: For 
ſooner than ſhe' will ſuffer herſelf to 
be ſeen too much by the faculty, ſhe 
_ not ſcruple to ſecrete herſelf 
11. among 


[-. wy | 
among the moſt filthy paſſages, bye- 
lanes, and crannies, you can con- 
ceive; where, with all their ſkill, 
gravity, and fineſſe, they can make 
nothing at all of her. 0e 


Well might it be for the mar- 
ried ladies, if they would but regard 
the friendly admonitions of this 
charming divinity. At the ſame 
time ſhe tells them that they are 
handſome, if they would only liſten 
to certain hints, which ſhe is ever 
ready to give them, about froward- 
neſs, peeviſnneſs, levity, and the 
like, I am ſure they would make 
more fools and ſlaves than they do, 
even at preſent z == which certainly 
rot muſt 
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mult be a very comfortable reflection 
to them; and the greateſt of all the 
incentives that could poſſibly be of- 


fered, in order to e of their at- 
tention. * 


win our macaronies would 
but caſt their bewitching eyes upon 
her, now and then.——She would tell 
them a ſtrange ſtory Though I 
am apprehenſive her tale would be 
productive of ſome diſagreeable con- 
ſequences for while ſhe was aſſur- 
ing them that they were the moſt ar- 
rant coxcombs, blockheads, and fools 
upon earth that they were the diſ- 
grace of manhood, and the mockery 
* mankind, they would neither 
firm know | 
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know how to take ſuch uſage, 1 nor in 
what manner to reſent it; but, gap- 
ing like idiots, and ſputtering and 
friſk ing like monkies, they would 
be obliged to concenter all their 
defence, in their uſual effrontery, 
their native nothingneſs, inſipidity, 
and mn As bnd enn 
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Düsen whats 1 would particu» 
Yn recommend it, to all common 
tale tellers, profeſſed love- makers, 
notorious news- mongers, [deceitful 
promiſers, impoſing-pretenders, filly 
aſſumers, &c. &c. (never. more to 
offend this arrefiſtible 1c opp ss 
for notwithſtanding they may teign 
a for a little time, and 
9 | gather 


ans J 
gather a miſt before her which may 
ſcreen her from public view; yet 
ſhe will ſoon chaſe away the flimſy 
togs that beſet her; and, like 
Phoebus in all his glory, riſe ſu- 
perior to their attempts, fill the 
world with the brilliancy of her 
rays, and expoſe the enormity and 
folly of their conduct in ſuch 
glaring colours, that all 'mankind 
wilt be convinced of their depravi- 
ty; fix upon their characters the 
ſtaias which willi, never | waſh away, 
and prove, inconteſtably, by the 
moſt tormenting deriſion and diſ- 
dain, that TRUTH is not to be 
ſacrificed, nor even conn with, 
n 3 48111013009; 
G34 Let 
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Let me conclude this very mate- 
rial advice to my neighbours, with 
a prayer, that the author of the 
Trifler may never ſacrifice his own 
integrity to the whims or commands 
of others. That he may not, in 
the proſecution of his plan, injure 
the character of any man upon the 
face of the earth. That no per- 
ſonality may deform his produc 
tions; nor any malevolent ſpirit 
miſinterpret the moſt innocent of his 
fatires. ---- That candour and judg- 
ment may attend his public trial; 
and that he may not ſuffer by ig- 
norance, miſapplication, or abuſe. 


That 
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That TRUTH may be his unerring 
guide, through every maze--—the 
goddeſs whom: he may at all times 
adore ( and the mark, at which he 
may aim, with the moſt religious 
perſeverance— 

That When all things grow old 

with him, and this Trifler, the baw- 

ble of the preſent day, may have 
loſt its charms; let bim, now and 
then, in his dotage, fondle over the | 
brat, with this home-felr conſolation, 
that it. afforded him, in his younger 
time of life, many an happy hour of 
amuſement. That it was not written 
ro 


WP 

to vitiate the morals of his cotempo- 
raries, nor to frighten them into a 
proper diſcharge of their duty: but 
that it was an attempt to mix enter- 


tainment with inſtruction; and to 


lure the diſſipated mind, by an af- 
fectation of mirth and jollity, into 
the contemplation of the moſt ſerious 
and important ſubjects.— That al- 
tho' this child was not extravagantly 


pure in its phraſeology, yet it was 


perfectly chaſte in its meaning; 
----and might have challenged the 
_ univerſe, to diſprove the rectitude 
of its moſt ardent defires, however 
feebly enforced, to regulate the 
manners of mankind. 


ä 
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-----God bleſs me! this looks fo 
much like a dying ſpeech, I don't 
half like it. 
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